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The Blessing of  
Community
Inspiring Stories  

Amidst a  
Challenging Year

INSIDE:
Local Twenty-Somethings 
Train to Become Jewish 
Changemakers

New Federation Co-Chairs 
Lead through a Time of 
Unprecedented Challenges

A Not-Quite Photo Gallery 
from a Virtual Gala

Medical Equipment Sent 
by Our Community Saves 
Lives at Afula Hospital

Local Congregations 
Adjust High Holiday 
Observances for a  
New Normal

Teenage Merkaz student Samantha Renzulli coordinates a series of parades  
to raise the spirits of Jewish Senior Services residents and staff.
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Call 1-833-JSS-LINK (577-5465) 

to speak with a Care Advisor 

about these services and others… 
 

 

x� Skilled Nursing 

x� Assisted Living 

x� Medical Home Care 

x� Hospice 

x� Companion Care   

x� Outpatient Therapy  

x� Adult Day Program 

x� Rehabilitation Services 

x� Home Together® 

x� Institute on Aging 

x� Private Physician Practice 

x� Senior Choice at Home® 

Providing Senior Care for Nearly 50 Years 

Throughout Connecticut 
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!e Torah tells us that God gave Noah 
very speci"c instructions to build an ark to 
provide shelter and safety for his family and 
the preservation of the animals of the world 
from a great #ood.

Sometimes we know just what we’re 
supposed to be building and precisely what 
we are building it for.

Other times, we simply build, not 
knowing what the speci"c value will be but 
with the sense that it’s essential to our family 
and our future.

For the past four years, our Federation 
has focused on building an integrated 
Upper Fair"eld County Jewish community 
- developing programming frameworks 
that have brought us together, fostering 
supportive relationships with our 
congregations, even 
launching projects like 
this KALEIDOSCOPE 
magazine.  

We knew it was 
important to build such a 
community for a multitude 
of reasons, and yet we 
didn’t do so with any 
speci"c challenge on  
the horizon.  

For all of us, this 
has been a year unlike 
any other we’ve ever 
experienced.  

When the Covid-19 crisis hit in March,  
we were forced to retreat to our homes, 
unable to share physical space with our 
families and friends.  

Some of us saw those in our circles get 
sick. Some of us – including me – got sick 
ourselves. And, tragically, some of us saw 
loved ones pass away.  

Needs such as food insecurity that have 
o$en been hidden under the surface in our 
community rose into our view, and new 
needs, such as personal protective equipment 
for our front-line workers, became part of 
our daily conversations.

As a Jewish Federation, we took a breath 
to assess our role during this surreal moment 
in our history and quickly realized - this is 
what we’ve been building for.

Indeed, it has been in these months – 
following virtual seders where many of us 
asked not only why this night is di!erent from 
all other nights but also why these days are 
di!erent from all other days – that we have 
truly recognized the blessing of community.

!e blessing of community has come 
through a teenage Merkaz student with 
the vision and leadership to coordinate 
car parades that have raised the spirits of 
residents and sta% at Jewish Senior Services 
and Hollander House in Bridgeport.

!e blessing of community has come 
through volunteers who have met in 
synagogue parking lots wearing masks and 
gloves to assemble and deliver food packages 
on behalf of Schoke Jewish Family Service of 
Fair"eld County.  

!e blessing of 
community has come 
through your support that 
enables our Federation to 
make additional emergency 
grants for personal 
protective equipment 
and basic food items, and 
to purchase life-saving 
equipment for Emek 
Medical Center in our 
Afula-Gilboa partnership 
region in Israel.

!e blessing of 
community has come through incredible 
congregations and clergy who have kept us 
feeling cared for and connected.

!e blessing of community has come from 
each of you – friends and neighbors who 
have picked up the phone or logged on to the 
video conference to share a smile and a kind 
word or been a virtual shoulder to lean on at 
a time of need.

In this issue of KALEIDOSCOPE, we 
hope to share with you some of the inspiring 
stories – those blessings - that have de"ned 
our community during this crisis.

While no one could have foreseen this 
year, it is, indeed, what we were built for.

From the Lens of  
David Weisberg

The blessing 

of community 

has come from 

each of you
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Each O!ce is Independently Owned and Operated.   
SOUTHPORT BROKERAGE | 251 MAIN STREET | williampitt.com

A Higher Standard of Service
Laura Sydney-Pulton, Realtor, ABR®, ASP

c 203.610.3949
lsydney@williampitt.com

laurasydney.williampitt.com
Platinum Producer

#2 in Dollar Volume for Southport Brokerage 2019
#1 in Dollar Volume for Southport Brokerage 2018

#2 in Unit Volume for Southport Brokerage 2018
 

Clients Call Me The Triple Threat 
of “All Things Home”

          R E A L  E STAT E      |      H O M E  STAG I N G      |      I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N                                 

* Consistent Top Producer 

* Accredited Buyer’s Representative

* Certified Relocation Specialist

* 5 Star Realtor Award Winner

* Accredited Staging Professional

* Interior Designer

Adath Israel
Cemetery

Farband
Cemetery

Agudas Achim
Cemetery

-HPYÄLSK��*;

Contact David B. Levy
203.374.1960

WYVÅ'ZIJNSVIHS�UL[

• Interfaith Section
• 7SV[�·���� ��
• Cremation Section — $500

Hebrew Sick
)LULÄ[�*LTL[LY`

Loyalty
Cemetery
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On behalf of the Board of Directors and Sta! of the Federation  
for Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fair"eld County, we want to o!er  

our deepest gratitude to our Rabbis and Cantors, our Jewish educators,  
our frontline workers, our partner organizations,  

our congregations, our agency professionals,  
our volunteers, our lay leaders, our early childhood 

educators, our medical professionals, our teens, our donors, 
all those who have helped assemble and deliver food packages to the 

homebound, all those who have participated in car parades, sent flowers, 
and made videos to raise the spirits of those in senior care facilities,  

all those who have led Zoom davening and created 
virtual programs to help us feel connected, all those who 
have dug deep to provide extra contributions for personal protective 
HTXLSPHQW�DQG�WR�ÀJKW�IRRG�LQVHFXULW\, those who have cared for 

children and parents alike, those who have cared for our sick 
and comforted the families of those who have lost loved ones, 
and all those who have – in the simplest and most important way possible – 

taken the time to reach out to others with kind words and a caring voice.

In this year of extraordinary and unprecedented challenges,  
you have been a continuing source of inspiration.

You are the blessing of our community.

The Blessing of  Community
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ADL is a leading anti-hate 
organization. Founded in 1913 
in response to an escalating 
climate of anti-Semitism and 
bigotry, its timeless mission is  
to protect the Jewish people 
and to secure justice and fair 
treatment for all. 

ADL’s Connecticut Regional 
3ƾGI�GSZIVW�XLI�IRXMVI�WXEXI�
[MXL�MXW�WIVZMGIW�ERH�TVSKVEQW��

To learn more:
Visit GSRRIGXMGYX�EHP�SVK
Email us at GSRRIGXMGYX$EHP�SVK
Call us at ������������

FIGHTING HATE FOR GOOD™

I also use my ADL training 
as a resident assistant in my 
dorm where I help students 
stand up for what they believe 
and never cower in the face 
of adversity.

– Ellie Cooper, former ADL teen trainer

ADL is an organization that 
stands up for the rights of 
all people of all different 
backgrounds and views. By 
coming together in the face 
of adversity, we can stand 
as one.

– CT State Senator Saud Anwar

I think that the work that 
ADL is doing is underrated. 
They’ve been doing a great 
job... to help people to come 
together and feel safe and 
secure because there are far 
more things that unite us than 
divide us.

– Yale University Ass’t Chief of Police Anthony Campbell,     

       Participant in 2018 Nat’l Counter Terrorism Seminar

Merkaz Community High School for 
Judaic Studies was unusually busy over the 
summer, with the launch of Merkaz Mobile 
Mitzvot, a student- designed and led project 
to bring joy to Jewish Senior Services (JSS) 
and Hollander House in Bridgeport. (See 
cover article in this issue.) 

Now, to welcome 5781, Merkaz is inviting 
everyone in the community to join in on 
THE GREAT SHOFAR BLAST! Check 
out this fun instructional video by Merkaz 
alumna Anna Gold, Shofar 101: Prep for 
the Great Shofar Blast: youtube.com/
watch?v=KHnwl_JnMxg

Take a video of your own shofar process, 
or your family’s, to be included in a New 
Year Blast montage. But remember: please 
do not share a shofar during this pandemic! 

Send your videos to 
Merkazmobilemitzvot@gmail.com.

!en gather on Wednesday, Sept. 16 
at 4 PM for a Shofar Blowing Bonanza 
encircling the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg 
Campus (home of JSS) and the adjacent 
Hollander House. Come blow your own 
horn -- shofars, kazoos, trumpets, etc. –  
as our Upper Fair"eld County community 
welcomes the New Year together. Let’s  
have a blast! 

“Merkaz believes in giving teens the 
skills to be Jewish adults; shofar-blowing is 
one of them,” says Shelley Kreiger, head of 
school. “We believe in reconnecting teens to 
their clergy and introducing them to other 
professionals in our Jewish community. We 
also believe in family education. What a 
perfect way to learn something together for 
this New Year, which will be di#erent in so 
many ways!”

Merkaz registration is open for the 5781 
school year. Classes will be held online 
during the "rst semester. Join 100 other 
Jewish teens for discussions, dialog, deep 
thought, and fun! For class and registration 
information, contact info@merkazct.org.

Come 
blow your 
horn!
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When the Covid-19 crisis hit in mid-March, residents of Jewish Senior 
Services were unexpectedly con!ned to their rooms and families were 
prohibited from visiting. A month later, residents and sta"members 
suddenly heard a ruckus outside the building. From their windows, they 
saw a parade of cars, festooned with colorful decorations and cheerful 
signs, with passengers calling out wishes and blasting music.

#e joyous procession was the kicko" of Merkaz Mobile Mitzvot, 
the brainchild of students and sta" of the Merkaz Community High 
School for Judaic Studies. Spearheaded by 16-year-old Samantha 
Renzulli, the project continued through the summer, including car 
parades; food drives for the Schoke JFS Kosher Food Pantry; collecting 
art supplies, books, games, and $owers for 
JSS residents and sta"; video montages to 
entertain JSS residents; and more. In June, 
Samantha and Merkaz drew national 
attention when the Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
ran an article about young Jews around the 
country !nding ways to connect with elders 
during the health crisis. 

A sophomore at Fair!eld Warde High 
School, Samantha is a member of the Drama 
Club, cross-country team, and Focus school 
newspaper. She is also involved in the school’s 
Best Buddies chapter, a global program that 
fosters friendships between people with and 
without disabilities. Outside school, she is a 
Teen Trainer with ADL Connecticut Region.

In July, Samantha met virtually with Sheri 
Warshaw for some mitzvah-talk. Sheri co-
chaired Federation’s inaugural Mitzvah Hero Awards in 2018, an 
annual event celebrating extraordinary individuals nominated by 
Upper Fair!eld County Jewish congregations. She was selected for the 
honor last December by TCS in Westport. 

Sheri: Tell me about Merkaz Mobile Mitzvot and how it  
got started.

Samantha: I was part of the Merkaz-Jewish Senior Services Better 
Together program last year and I loved my time with the residents so 
much. When we were all isolated at home, the residents were on my 
mind. As lonely as I was feeling, it was hard to think of the residents 
being alone. I emailed the directors of Merkaz and Better Together and 
I said, “I miss my residents and I’m sure they’re feeling lonelier than I 
am right now and I want to see how I can bring them some joy.” 

Sheri: It’s one thing to have the idea, it’s another thing to 
execute the idea. How did you become such a leader? 

Samantha: My experience in theater and on stage has helped me 
become a more con!dent and outspoken person, but my whole life, 
I’ve felt really comfortable in a Jewish setting, raising my voice, so it 
was comfortable for me to reach out to my Merkaz leaders and say, 
“What can I do in the Jewish community?” 

Sheri: What’s been the most rewarding part of Merkaz  
Mobile Mitzvot?

Samantha: "e amount of support from the community has been 
so inspiring. In our !rst car parade, residents of JSS and Hollander 
House were waving from their windows; more recently, they’ve been 

able to come out onto their balconies. We’ve made signs for them and 
they’ve made thank-you signs for us. Last parade, I saw one of the 
residents from Better Together for the !rst time in many months, on 
the balcony. Just bringing them love and joy is so special.

Sheri: What role has Merkaz played in your life?
Samantha: It has strengthened my connection to my Jewish 

community. To have this strong way to connect with other Jewish 
teens in the area has been such a support to my Judaism, especially 
a#er I graduated from Hebrew school and it was hard to know 
where to go with Judaism. I feel so supported by the leaders and my 
teachers. To say it’s been in$uential is a bit of an understatement!

Sheri: What would you tell a younger kid about the importance 
of getting involved and how to take a !rst step?

Samantha: What I’ve been telling my younger brother and other 
people when I reach out to them is that, especially in this time, I 
think it’s so important for us to help other people and get involved 
in the community, bring some light and joy. As daunting as it may 
seem to take the !rst steps, it can be as simple as the email I sent, 
just reaching out and asking, “What can I do?” 

Sheri: Your empathy level is o" the charts and it’s really rare 
for a person your age to be able to get into somebody else’s skin 
and understand how they feel. I really want to work with you, 
to get together and do something special. I think that we could 
make a dynamic team!

A Meeting of Mitzvah Heroes:
Samantha Renzulli in conversation with Sheri Warshaw
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jillian klaff homes
at william raveis real estate

Committed to Fairfield County buyers
and sellers for more than 25 years.

47 riverside ave., westport, ct  |  jklaff@jillianklaff.com  |  jillianklaffhomes.com

real hard facts
   for really smart moves
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1 !800" LUG#JUNK | JUNKLUGGERS.COM
Eco-Friendly Junk Removal in Fair!eld and Westchester Counties

$25 OFF
Limit one per household. Cannot be combined with other 
OǟERS��/NLY�IN�PARTICIPATING�LOCATIONS��-UST�BE�PRESENTED� 

AT�TIME�OF�BOOKING�TO�REDEEM��%XPIRES���������

COUPON CODE: 25KAL

a 1/4 truck or more

When in doubt, we'll lug it out!

Whether you need a full home cleanout  
or a curbside pick-up, we will take your  
furniture, appliances, e-waste, and more.

That’s why at The Junkluggers, we say:

BE A MENSCH.
Josh Cohen, Founder and CEO, believes  
in making a positive impact on the world.
Be a good, honorable person and inspire 
the same in the people around you.

Strong values matter!
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A new way to celebrate
Our Federation’s 2020 Annual Gala, honoring Elise Meyer & Henry Feuerstein and Jane & Bob Hillman, was postponed from its original 

date of March 12 due to the Covid-19 crisis. When it became apparent that rescheduling an in-person gala in 2020 would not be feasible, the 
entire gala was re-envisioned as an online virtual event, held on June 11, with the same wonderful honorees, incredible list of special guests, 
and innovative surprises – from home-delivered gi! packages for all “attendees” to the debut of a new children’s book published just for the 
occasion featuring our honorees as characters. "e gala broke all previous records for Federation event fundraising, making tremendous 
impact in a year when it was so very much needed.

We especially enjoyed  
Michael Ian Black’s appealing 

and thought-provoking interview 
questions such as what food the 

interviewees associated with 
love. Who knew a food question 

would produce such intimate and 
introspective replies? 

—Sharon & Brian Miles

We never knew if and to what 
extent we might have made our 

community “better.” !e remote 
Gala and honor bestowed on us 

was far more than we could have 
ever imagined. !e Federation is 
a special part of our communal 
family. !ank you so much for 

such a wonderful evening 
—Jane & Bob"Hillman

!is year’s Gala was  
not what we were 
planning on – but 
it turned out even 

better than what we 
had planned! !e 

online event was well 
produced. !e program 
was fun and engaging. 

!e honorees were 
exceptional and the  

FJP sta" did an 
amazing job. All  

in all, it was a 
wonderful night!! 
—Mindy Siegel, 

Federation Board  
Co-Chair

!e tribute to Bob and Jane 
and Henry and Elise was 

spectacular under di"cult 
conditions. !e proof of its 

success is two-fold. First, the 
fantastic #nancial support of 
the community. Second, the 
responses of the honorees, 

who were thrilled and most 
satis#ed. It was a pleasure to 

be part of the evening.” 
—Susan & Joel Lichtenstein,$ 

Gala$Co-Chairs

!ank you, David Weisberg, 
and the Federation for Jewish 
Philanthropy for organizing a 

delightful evening exploring the 
power of the greatest connector, 

denominator and source  
of comfort – food. 

—Melba Wilson, Owner of 
Melba’s Restaurant & Melba’s 

Catering, President of the  
NYC Hospitality Alliance

Gala-ri"c!  
Gala-mazing!  
Gala-once in  

a lifetime!! 
—Andrea Gottschall

Just as we thought that  
months of planning to honor 

Elise Meyer and Henry 
Feuerstein and Jane and Bob 

Hillman may have been lost, the 
dynamic team of visionaries at 

Federation re-created a dynamic 
online event. While the event 
entertained, connected, and 
enveloped our honorees in 

virtual hugs, we look forward to 
connecting in person as soon as 

possible. Mazel tov to all. 
—Liz & Mony Rueven,  

Gala Co-Chairs

Being part of the Federation 
2020 Gala was a wonderful 
thrill. What a terri#c event! 

!anks to the Gala Co-
Chairs, the Ruevens and 

the Lichtensteins, and the 
whole sta" for thinking out 
of the box and innovating 

and implementing a fabulous 
program with amazing talent, 

and surprises all along the way. 
We were so touched. 

—Elise Meyer &  
Henry Feuerstein
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Žƌ�ũŬŶŽƉŽīΛĐƚũĨƐ͘ŽƌŐ͘ I

TzedakahShop 
Finds Its Moment 
in Moment of 
Crisis

In August 2018, the Federation for Jewish 
Philanthropy of Upper Fair!eld County 
launched TzedakahShop, a new online 
platform intended to encourage small, 
targeted giving by o"ering opportunities 
to purchase modest “units of charity” to 
bene!t both local and international partner 
organizations.  

Unique TzedakahShop giving 
opportunities range from adopting a dwarf 
goat at the Beit Singer therapeutic zoo in 
Afula, Israel, to purchasing sandwiches 
for children in need through the Afula 
Community Center Sandwich Club.

When the Covid-19 crisis began, 
Federation Co-Chairs Deborah Hochhauser 
and Mindy Siegel thought it important to 
create a page on TzedakahShop dedicated to 
giving opportunities that supported crisis-
related relief to local and overseas partners.  

A special category was added with 
new giving opportunities, ranging from 
sponsoring resources for the Schoke 
Jewish Family Service kosher food pantry 
to purchasing cookies to raise the spirits 
of Jewish Senior Services sta" to buying 
personal protective equipment for United 
Hatzalah’s AmbuCycle drivers in Israel.  

“#is challenging time has proven 
to be TzedakahShop’s moment,” says 
Federation CEO David Weisberg. “We’ve 
seen TzedakahShop purchases like 
never before.” In April, TzedakahShop 
contributions exceeded $3,500, and there 
has continued to be a steady stream of 
activity, all focused on addressing urgent 
needs in a time of great crisis.

!ose interested in  
making impact through 

the Federation’s innovative 
TzedakahShop platform can  

visit tzedakahshop.com.
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Schoke Jewish  
Family Service, 
Covid-19, and  
Food Insecurity

When Covid-19 struck, Schoke Jewish Family Service of Fair!eld 
County ramped up its core services to meet a growing array of new-
found needs, from sudden unemployment and dwindling !nances 
to the challenges of government directives to shelter at home. As 
a result of quick thinking and decisive action, Schoke JFS moved 
many of its services online and introduced new programming to 
manage the anxiety and stress surrounding the pandemic. However, 
the food insecurity that surfaced with the pandemic could not be 
handled online.

"Schoke JFS was confronted with a 500% increase in the number 
of clients served through its Freedberg Family Kosher Food Pantry. 
An appeal to the community helped close the gap, and donations 
poured in, in the form of groceries, money, and gi# cards. Volunteers 
descended on our o$ces to sort and distribute food to clients in need. 
Other community organizations, such as Merkaz Community High 
School, contributed to the cause by organizing a food drive that re-
stocked our pantry shelves when they were almost bare.

"But distributing kosher food to families in need while following 
health and safety protocols became a challenge for those unable 
to leave their homes. %rough a program coordinated by TCS in 
partnership with Federation,"and with the help of more than 30 
volunteers, Schoke JFS has been getting monthly food packages – 
contact–free – to approximately 50 clients in Upper Fair!eld County.

"“I was humbled by the outpouring of appreciation from the 
dozens of families who would not have been able to get food on 
their own,” said Matt Greenberg, CEO of Schoke Jewish Family 
Service. “Knowing that these families now had the food they needed 
to sustain themselves and their loved ones was very comforting.”

Each month, a team of volunteers headed by TCS members Julia 
Marx and Sheri Warshaw organize the e&ort to ensure that Schoke JFS 
clients in Upper Fair!eld County, including homebound elderly and 
families in need, have access to kosher food. Volunteer drivers arrive 
at the TCS parking lot and"pop their trunks, where gloved volunteers, 
working at socially-distanced stations, load bags !lled with canned 

goods, pasta, fresh fruit, vegetables, eggs, and kosher !sh or chicken. 
%e drivers, who are also provided with gloves, then deliver a bag 
directly to each client’s doorstep."%e Federation provides challah to 
each client to round out the package with fresh bread. 

“I cannot thank you enough for supporting my family through 
Covid-19,” shared Jessica*, a grateful client of the food pantry. “I am 
out of work, helping my kids with online school, and trying to put 
dinner on the table. Your recent delivery made it much easier for me 
to support my family when things are crazy at home.”

In May, students from Merkaz Community High School for 
Judaic Studies organized a drive to restock the food pantry shelves, 
not just with food, but with personal hygiene items and cleaning 
supplies. Community-members who couldn’t make the trip to the 
Congregation Beth El Fair!eld parking lot were encouraged to 
purchase items from the Schoke JFS Amazon.com wish list.

“%e reach of Schoke JFS across the county would absolutely not 
have been possible without the support of Federation for Jewish 
Philanthropy and its e&orts in facilitating partnerships and support 
from TCS, the Merkaz teens, and Jewish Senior Services, and 
providing special grant funding,” says Greenberg.

In addition to the food-delivery program, JFS’s Hirsch Kosher 
Home Delivered Meals Program has been providing a hot kosher 
meal every Friday a#ernoon to area Holocaust survivors, thanks to 
a generous anonymous donation. Not only does the food provide 
comfort, but the socially-distanced delivery-person is a friendly face 
(even though it is partially covered by a mask).

Since March, Upper Fair!eld County community-members have 
also answered the Schoke JFS call for help by purchasing critical 
items online via Federation’s TzedakahShop. %e need is still 
urgent. Learn about donation opportunities at TzedakahShop.com 
or the Freedberg Family Kosher Food Pantry Amazon.com wish 
list: https://amzn.to/2P6YPyO.

*Name changed to provide con!dentiality.

Food lined up: Volunteer bringing  
bag to client at TCS parking lot. 

Waiting for pickup: Bags assembled 
in the TCS parking lot, Westport, 
ready to be loaded into volunteers’ 
cars and delivered to Schoke clients 
in Upper Fair!eld County 

 Stacy Kamisar, Federation Program 
Director, helps to manage the joint 

Schoke-TCS food-delivery project for 
recipients in Upper Fair!eld County 
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By Daniel Benn, Director 
Afula Community Center

!rough the Jewish Agency For Israel 
Partnership2Gether initiative, Federation 
for Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fair"eld 
County and fellow Jewish federations of the 
Southern New England Consortium (SNEC) 
enjoys a “living bridge” relationship with the 
Afula-Gilboa region of northern Israel. Daniel 
Benn is director of the Afula Community 
Center, whose Crowns Sandwich Club program 
addressing food insecurity is supported by the 
Federation for Jewish Philanthropy. 

In an interview with Zman Yisrael in 
early March, Israeli futurist David Passig 
remarked that the most important step in 
the !ght against the current global crisis is 
organizing communities."In his opinion, 
only communities that pull together have 
a chance to defend themselves against the 
challenges posed by the Coronavirus.

“People must begin organizing around 
institutions – the community center, 
synagogues, the various organizations,” he 
said. “#at’s where the community !nds 
its self-expression. It’s not the government, 
but the larger community, that can care 
for people in the more advanced stages of 
the crisis. At the moment, local communal 
organization is what is absent.”"""

#e new reality that has emerged at 
lightning speed"has indeed taught us that this 
is a unique, previously-unknown challenge, 
which has consequently put the !ght against 
the spread of the pandemic, and coping with 
its implications, front and center.

In Afula, the !rst question we community 
leaders asked ourselves when we were forced 
into lockdown was what we could do. #e 
answers – and subsequent responses on the 
ground – were diverse and eye-opening.

One of the more fascinating examples is 
a cooperative initiative sponsored by the 
area community centers, the local Afula 
municipality, our community partners in 
the Southern New England Consortium of Jewish federations, 
and"volunteers from the Sandwich Club – young people who, in 
the initial and complex days of extreme uncertainty, requested to 
volunteer and help. 

#e Sandwich Club was established at the Afula Community 
Center in 2016 to provide a space where at-risk youth can volunteer 
in a variety of activities designed to bene!t the community. Over 
the years, the club has become a center  

where volunteers prepare sandwiches  
for young children from economically  
distressed families – a simple item that 
provides big impact. Dozens of teens 
arrive every evening and, among other 
activities, prepare some 200 sandwiches 
to be distributed the next morning to area 
elementary schools where many students 
arrive without a snack or lunch. 

#e Sandwich Club is made possible by 
!nancial contributions from the Afula-
Gilboa communities and several Jewish 
federations, including the Federation for 
Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fair!eld 
County. #e program not only provides 
food for hungry children, but educational 
enrichment, recreational activity, and fun for 
some 200 area teen volunteers.

When schools were closed down and 
students moved into virtual classrooms, the 
Sandwich Club shi$ed focus to a di%erent 
community need, just as crucial: addressing 
food insecurity among Afula’s elderly and 
needy families. #anks to donations solicited 
from several entities, thousands of food 
packages and meals were distributed nearly 
every day from late March through late April 
by volunteers, public o&cials, and even IDF 
soldiers speci!cally enlisted for this task. 

Recipients were just as glad to chat with 
the delivery-person as they were to receive 
the delivery. Knocking on an apartment door 
o$en led to surprising partnerships.

“#is is a formative experience that 
will remain with us for many years,” 
said one of the employees of the Sports 
Department who accompanied several young 
volunteers delivering food in the Afula ‘Ilit 
neighborhood. “#e highlight of each day 
was when we signed up more volunteers, 
some of whom were the young people we 
met in the homes where we distributed food 
packages and products.”

Members of the Upper Fair!eld County 
Jewish community who wish to provide 
additional support for the outstanding work 

of the Sandwich Club and its teen volunteers can do so by visiting 
the Federation’s TzedakahShop platform at tzedakahshop.com.  

“We are so grateful for our partnership with the Afula 
Community Center’s Sandwich Club,” says Federation CEO David 
Weisberg, “and particularly proud of the teens who give of their 
time to make a di%erence in the lives of their peers and of the 
community as a whole.”
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Afula Sandwich Club
Shifts Focus to Address Urgent Community Needs
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Jewish community

helps to save lives  
at Emek Medical  
Center in Afula

LLocated in Afula in the Yizre’el Valley of northern Israel, HaEmek Medical 
Center is one of the biggest hospitals in the country, serving over 700,000 
residents in the region. Widely known as a model of Arab-Jewish coexistence, 
the medical center became a hotspot for emergency care upon the emergence of 
the Covid-19 crisis in Israel.

!e Federation for Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fair"eld County joins with 
11 other Jewish federations in Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts 
to form SNEC, the Southern New England Consortium of federations, which 
together maintain a supportive partnership with Israel’s Afula-Gilboa region.

In late March, SNEC federation leaders gathered together (virtually) to 
learn about the emerging needs of organizations in the Afula-Gilboa region. 
As Federation CEO David Weisberg recalls, “What most quickly rose to the 
surface was the need for equipment at Emek Medical Center. !is was an 
opportunity to save lives, and a decision I felt we needed to make immediately.”

Together, the federations agreed to utilize reserve funds – which had been 
contributed by all the federations, utilizing support from annual campaign 
donors – and purchase a medical device known as an AirSeal, at a cost of 
approximately $32,000, something none of the individual federations would 
likely have had the capacity to purchase on its own.

According to its manufacturer, the AirSeal System is “the world’s only 
intelligent and integrated access system for laparoscopic and robotic surgery,” 
enabling doctors to “operate in a clearer "eld” during surgical procedures. 

!e week of June 22, 2020, the AirSeal arrived at Emek Medical Center, and 
on the morning of Wednesday, June 24, it was used for the "rst time in surgery.  

!e surgery was conducted by Dr. Michael Cohen, Emek’s Head of Urology, 
on a 62-year-old woman who was su#ering from a tumor on one of her kidneys. 
Of the surgery, Dr. Cohen said, “!e complex surgical procedure demanded 
the removal of part of that a#ected kidney, while underlying existing medical 
conditions made this procedure all the more di$cult. !e procedure had to be 
accomplished laparoscopically. !e AirSeal System allowed me to successfully 
control the air pressure within the stomach during the surgery, and this greatly 
assisted in our e#orts to monitor the patient during an intricate anesthesiology 
process and resulted in a signi"cantly shortened surgery. I have no doubt that 
the AirSeal device was instrumental in our ability to perform this complex 
procedure successfully and to save her life. !e device also prevented any  
gases from escaping into the air of the operating room, adding to our peace of 
mind. I am sincerely grateful to the donors for allowing us to acquire this life-
saving device.”

Later that day, Emek Deputy Director Dr. Gil Hirschhorn invited the SNEC 
Board of Directors to a virtual meeting to show them the new AirSeal System 
that had helped to save a life just a few hours earlier. Dr. Hirschhorn was clear 
that he expected the device to save many more lives in the future.
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A View  from the

“We Are Proud 
To Support 
dŚĞ�&ĞĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�
For Jewish 
WŚŝůĂŶƚŚƌŽƉǇ�
of Upper 
&ĂŝƌĮĞůĚ�
�ŽƵŶƚǇ͟

Since 1913

Heating Oil &
Propane

By Andrew Bano!, President & CEO 
Jewish Senior Services

Many people have heard me refer to the 
experience of dealing with Covid-19 as a 
rollercoaster ride – way too many highs 
and lows, with twists and turns that you 
don’t see coming."When the train le# the 
platform in early March, none of us knew 
what the ride would be like."We knew who 
got into the cars with us – both at home 
and at work – and generally, we were with 
people we wanted to take the ride with."We 
did not know how long the ride would last, 
or how hard we would have to hold on, or 
how loud we would scream, or how much it 
would hurt on some of the curves."

$e %rst two months of the pandemic 
were generally horri%c – throughout the 
region."New York was the epicenter in 
the country, and Fair%eld County the 
epicenter in Connecticut."Hospitals were 
%lled with Covid-19 patients and receiving 
much of the media attention, supplies, and 
accolades for their e!orts in responding to 
the crisis."Nursing homes were a “concern” 
in that we would &ood the hospitals with 
more patients if they became infected and 
we could not care for them."$e broader 
community was shut down, with countless 
executive orders about what could and 
couldn’t be done in society, and nursing 
homes were told to fend for themselves – 
without families, visitors, volunteers, or 
much support.

Testing of residents, clients, and/or 
sta! was only available if someone was 
symptomatic, and results took two to 
seven days. $e capacity for testing had 
to be built up quickly, as testing kits were 
nearly impossible to obtain. We scrambled 
to %nd the necessary Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) – literally, from all over 
the world."Sta! were great, showing up 
every day in spite of the risks, to provide 
care and services. 

Our ancillary businesses closed, 
including $e J Fitness Center, Adult  
Day Program, Child Development Center, 
and Outpatient $erapy."Only “essential 
workers” were allowed to leave home. 
By late March, positive cases were being 
reported throughout the area, with %ve  
at JSS. 

April was indeed “the cruelest month.” 
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Hospitals were over-crowded. Twenty-
nine JSS residents tested positive, as 
did numerous sta! and clients in the 
community. We experienced a number of 
deaths, and tried to comfort families when 
they could not be with loved ones at the end 
of life. "e impact on our community was 
getting worse each day and testing was still 
mostly inaccessible.#On the rollercoaster, it 
felt like being taken up to the precipice with 
no tracks on the other side.#We reached the 
“peak” of the ride on April 22nd.# 

At that point, it was determined that most 
people dying from Covid-19 were residents 
of nursing homes and assisted-living 
communities.#Focus shi$ed from acute-
care hospitals to senior-living facilities and 
the battle cry became, “What happened 
in the nursing homes?”#In mid-May, the 
State announced Point Prevalence Study 
testing for residents in Connecticut’s 215 
nursing homes.#At JSS, 45 residents tested 
positive in the study, a$er having no new 
cases for two weeks.#While many were 
asymptomatic, never developing symptoms, 
some did, and we delivered proper care and 
protected those around them by providing 
the necessary PPE through our Infection 
Control Guidelines.#"at was a wild turn 
that no one had seen coming.

In total, of the 300 residents of 4200 
Park Ave., 92 contracted Covid-19; 22 sadly 
passed away.#Sixty-two sta!-members tested 
positive and, tragically, one lost a long battle 
in the hospital.#We remembered them all 
at a virtual memorial service on July 31st. 
Rabbi Stephen Shulman and many others 
have o!ered support to residents, families, 
sta!, and other community-members 
throughout the pandemic.

As we slowly managed to return to a new 
“normal” for those living and working at 
the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Campus, 
we established electronic and outdoor, 
in-person visits for residents and families, 
and now accommodate family requests 
for celebrations.#"ere are weekly rotating 
BBQ lunches in households, funded by our 

Women’s Auxiliary, and "erapeutic 
Recreation activities for all residents.#Our 
clinical team has been extraordinary and 
now have been through seven unannounced 
Infection Control Surveys from the State 
Department of Public Health and the 
National Guard.#For sta!, we granted 
incentive pay and a General Wage increase, 
provided three free meals weekly (thanks to 
generous donors), and mailed $100 Target 
gi$ cards as a thank-you to their families. 
We recognize the e!orts of these Healthcare 

Heroes as o$en as possible.#
We have received an outpouring of 

love and support – locally and nationally 
– and are touched by the incredible 
engagement from Merkaz Community 
High School for Judaic Studies, donations 
from community- and family-members, 
Covid-19 grants, and support from 
Federation for Jewish Philanthropy of 
Upper Fair%eld County.

May we all enjoy continued health and 
safety as the rollercoaster ride continues.

A View  from the
Rollercoaster

On the rollercoaster, 
it felt like being taken 
up to the precipice 
with no tracks on 
WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�b:H�
reached the “peak” of 
the ride on April 22nd
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T!ese days, we are spending a lot of time 
at home with our kids. One great way to 
pass time with your little ones is to read PJ 
Library books! 

We’re with you every day. Follow us 
on Facebook facebook.com/pjlibraryct, 
where we post daily a packed schedule of 
community activities, cra"s, and events. 
Plus, THREE live story-times every weekday!

 

pjlibrary.org has gathered a ton of links and 
information to help you and your family 
make the best of these big, unexpected 
changes. For everything from guidance in 
talking with your children about quarantines 
and pandemics to how to host a virtual 
dinner party for the High Holidays, pjlibrary.
org is an amazing resource. 

Do Your Kids Have More Time to Read?  
Well, We Have More Books for Your Home!  

We have exciting news! Every child in 
your home under age 12 is now eligible 
for PJ Library! If you have more than one 
child in your home, make sure to sign 
everyone up at pjlibrary.org so that we can 
send each one their own age-appropriate 
book every month. If you have any 
questions, please email us at jblumenthal@
jewishphilanthropyct.org.

So Much Stuff for Being Stuck Safe at Home
Check out these PJ Library digital resources!
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It’s been an interesting time for Jewish communal leaders, let 
alone those who only recently became chairs of an organization. 

Deborah Hochhauser and Mindy Siegel call the !rst months in 
their new shared position as Federation Board co-chairs a “unique 
experience.” Sworn in at Federation’s annual meeting on Jan. 13, 
they have helped Federation and the Upper Fair!eld County Jewish 
community navigate Covid-19’s unrelenting advance – all while 
focusing on their personal charge to the Federation board (and to 
themselves): “Be excited, engaged, enthusiastic, and energetic.” 

From the start of their tenure, Mindy and Deborah, along with 
Federation CEO David Weisberg, have kept in close contact with 
congregational presidents by way of regular group calls. "ese 
conversations are built on the foundation of several Federation-led 
communal workshops on how congregations 
can improve outreach and enhance 
synagogue security.

“Before Covid, when Mindy and I agreed 
to take this position, we talked about how 
great it would be to work together as a 
community,” says Deborah. “Since the 
beginning of the crisis, we keep searching for 
silver linings and one of ours is that we have 
successfully gotten congregational leaders 
together during a very di#cult time.”

In the early days of the pandemic, the 
conversations became an invaluable tool for 
idea-sharing among congregations. Leaders 
discussed ways to keep their respective 
communities connected and cared for by 
reaching out to congregants, connecting 
them with social-service resources, and 
o$ering online programming. 

“I think that, in recent years, the 
congregation presidents weren’t meeting 
regularly and we’re now realizing the 
potential of how much they can help  
each other,” says Mindy. “It’s been nice for  
us to watch.”

Both co-chairs credit the Federation board for keeping the 
Federation’s focus on the most relevant and essential needs. "e 
Federation has “a wonderful group of very engaged and enthusiastic 
members,” says Mindy – whom the co-chairs rely on for input 
regarding community priorities. In March, as the severity of the 
pandemic became more apparent, the board agreed to focus much 
of the organization’s energy on the local community. Federation 
expanded its TzedakahShop online donation platform with a 
Covid-19 category, where donors can purchase Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) for Jewish Senior Services employees and 
critically-needed food items for the Schoke Jewish Family Service 
Kosher Food Pantry, and support Covid-19 relief in Israel. “"at’s 

exactly what the Federation is for,” says Deborah: “to help our 
community, both here at home and around the world.”

"e cyberspace was a surprising venue for another Federation 
program, as the Federation quickly pivoted to change its annual gala 
into an online a$air. “Our virtual gala was an amazing experience; 
we got such wonderful feedback and it helped us to provide 
additional support to our local agencies,” says Deborah. “"is year, 
we did something di$erent with our allocations, as we set aside 15 
percent of our allocable pool to address frontline needs during the 
crisis. We were able to really give where needed.”

Deborah also gives Federation CEO David Weisberg “a lot of 
credit” for steering the organization during an especially challenging 
time. “Mindy and I are doing what we can, but he’s an amazing 

leader; Federation has not skipped a beat and 
I really think it’s because he hasn’t let it – even 
when he was sick with Covid!” she says. “It’s 
a great lesson because this is a time when we 
all should be together as opposed to hiding 
under our rocks. Mindy and I took on this 
position so that we could keep our community 
together and grow it and keep it strong, and 
David has really helped.”

Looking ahead, the co-chairs anticipate 
an ongoing need to address food insecurity 
in Upper Fair!eld County. In response, 
Federation is working with Schoke Jewish 
Family Service of Fair!eld County, with the 
hope of purchasing a mobile kosher food 
pantry for the region. 

In the spirit of continuity, Mindy and 
Deborah are also looking far past their own 
tenure. “Young leadership is very important 
to both of us,” says Mindy, who is the 
product of the UJA/Federation of Eastern 
Fair!eld County young leadership program, 
along with her husband, Je$. “"at’s how 
we both came to be active in this Jewish 
community. I have kids living here and I 

want them to go through young-leadership development and learn 
how to engage in this community. It’s time for new, younger, 30- 
and 40-somethings to get in the mix.”

Despite the di#culties and the uncertainties, Deborah and 
Mindy continue to seek and !nd silver linings. “"is is a very 
strange time in our lives that we will always remember, and I am so 
proud and grateful that Mindy and David and I can be part of the 
glue,” says Deborah. “It can be hard to stay motivated, encouraged, 
and excited, but being part of the Federation has helped us do that. 
We are so proud of how our Federation has risen to the challenge 
and is making incredible impact under the most di#cult of 
circumstances!”

Deborah  
and Mindy
vs. the pandemic

I
:H�DUH�VR�
proud of how 
our Federation 
has risen to 
the challenge 
and is making 
incredible 
impact under the 
PRVW�GLIƓFXOW�RI�
circumstances.
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SPIRITUAL LIFE 

Bridgeport
Congregation Bikur Cholim
2365 Park Ave.
203-981-4458
Orthodox

Congregation B’nai Israel 
2710 Park Ave. 
203-336-1858 | welcome@ cbibpt. org 
cbibpt.org
Reform

Congregation Rodeph Sholom
2385 Park Ave.
203-334-0159 | info@rodephsholom.com
rodephsholom.com
Conservative

Jewish Senior Services 
4200 Park Ave.
203-396-1001 | sshulman@jseniors.org

)DLU¿HOG
Congregation Ahavath Achim 
c/o 92 Montauk St.
�������������_�RIÀFH#�DKDYDWKDFKLP��RUJ 
  ahavathachim. org
Orthodox

&RQJUHJDWLRQ�%HWK�(O�)DLUÀHOG
�����)DLUÀHOG�:RRGV�5RDG
�������������_�RIÀFH#EHWKHOIDLUÀHOG�RUJ
EHWKHOIDLUÀHOG�RUJ
Conservative

Georgetown
Temple B’nai Chaim
82 Portland Ave.
203-544-8695 | tbc@templebnaichaim.org
templebnaichaim.org
Reform

1RUZDON
%HWK�,VUDHO�RI�:HVWSRUW�1RUZDON²&KDEDG 
40 King St. 
203-866-0534 | bethisraelct@ gmail. com 
  bethisraelct. org
Orthodox

&RQJUHJDWLRQ�%HWK�(O�1RUZDON
109 East Ave.
�������������_�RIÀFH#FRQJEHWKHO�RUJ
congbethel.org
Conservative 

Jewish Community 
Resource Directory

continued on the next page

The Westport Inn invites you to host your Bar or Bat Mitzvah in one of 
our appealing event spaces! We would be happy to accommodate your 
overnight guests with discounted rates for our guest rooms and suites. 
If you would like more information please inquire with one of our sales 
experts. We look forward to assisting you to make this special occasion 
exquisite and unforgettable.
 

For Details & Information please contact:
The Westport Inn   |   1595 Post Road East   |   Westport, CT 06880

203.557.8124   |   info@westportinn.com

BRIDGEPORT   Ɣ   DANBURY   Ɣ��WESTPORT 
www.cohenandwolf.com
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Local Twentysomethings Aim to Be

Jewish Changemakers

Maintaining social distance makes traditional networking a 
challenge. !e pandemic has rendered the job market stagnant. 
Recent college graduates are "nding themselves back home with 
their parents.  

What’s a young Jewish twentysomething with career and volunteer 
leadership aspirations to do?

For a group of young people in Upper Fair"eld County, the 
answer this August was to participate in the Jewish Federations 
of North America’s Jewish Changemakers Fellowship, a three-
week online leadership experience for Jewish students and recent 
graduates, focused on career development, networking, and making 
a di#erence in the community. 

Designed and overseen by Jewish Federations of North America 
in partnership with local Jewish federations and more than 25 
leading Jewish organizations, the Fellowship was designed to 
empower future “changemakers” to grow their skills and contacts 
needed for success in a competitive job market, while leaning 
into their respective Jewish communities and acting at a time of 
unprecedented crisis and challenge.  

!e Upper Fair"eld County cohort of Jewish Changemakers 
included: Julia Arnowitz, Wilton; Rebecca Oestreicher, Stratford; 
Anna Sie$en, Norwalk; Emma Stein, Weston; Rachel Garner, 
Weston; and Zoe Butchen, Ridge"eld.

Rebecca Oestreicher grew up in Westport as a member of Temple 
Israel. A recent graduate of Stony Brook University with a degree 
in political science, she will soon be heading to the University of 
Connecticut School of Law. When asked why she chose to apply to 
be a Jewish Changemaker, she replied, “I’m looking forward to the 
opportunity to build a network of peers who have similar goals of 
participating in social justice through a Jewish lens.”

Rachel Garner, who graduated from the University of Maryland 
with a degree in communications, echoed the sentiment: “I’m 
excited to connect with other Jewish young professionals and learn 

how I may be able to positively impact my community.”
While many fellows were pooled with participants from 

across the U.S. and Canada, communities with a critical mass 
of participants were given the opportunity to create their own 
local cohort, which was the case in Upper Fair"eld County. Each 
cohort was challenged to develop its own project to address a local 
challenge caused, or exacerbated, by the global health pandemic. 

Seth Marion stepped in to coach the group. !e spouse of 
Congregation B’nai Israel’s Rabbi Sarah Marion, Seth is himself 
a Jewish communal professional. He holds a certi"cate in Jewish 
Education Specializing in Adolescents and Emerging Adults from 
Hebrew Union College, and has worked as a young engagement 
specialist and program coordinator at several congregations.

Participants were engaged for 15 hours per week over three 
weeks, earning credits for each session completed, for volunteering, 
and for connecting with their small-group cohort and coach. 
!e curriculum was inspired by the three-part framework of 
a leadership tool known as “public narrative,” the stories that 
social-change leaders learn to tell: !e Story of Self (personal 
and professional development), !e Story of Us (global Jewish 
community), and !e Story of Now (service and advocacy). 

As part of the program’s volunteer component, participants 
were greeted each day with a podcast and a daily challenge tied 
to a big question or theme. Many of the daily challenges included 
simple acts of volunteerism such as calling homebound seniors or 
interviewing a Holocaust survivor. 

“I am excited to collaborate with the other fellows to contribute 
towards bettering the current state of our world, while simultaneously 
developing my own leadership skills and aspirations,” said participant 
Zoe Butchen, a member of Congregation Shir Shalom in Ridge"eld 
and a recent University of Connecticut graduate. “I see the Fellowship 
as an opportunity to become a more active global citizen and member 
of the Jewish community.”

Julia Arnowitz Rebecca Oestreicher Rachel Garner Zoe Butchen
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Jewish Community 
Resource Directory

Temple Shalom
259 Richards Ave.
203-866-0148 | admin@templeshalomweb.org
templeshalomweb.org
Reform

5LGJH¿HOG
&KDEDG�-HZLVK�&HQWHU�RI�5LGJHÀHOG
27R West Lane
�������������_�FKDEDGULGJHÀHOG#JPDLO�FRP
FKDEDGULGJHÀHOG�FRP

Congregation Shir Shalom of Westchester 
DQG�)DLUÀHOG�&RXQWLHV
46 Peaceable St.
�������������_�RIÀFH#RXUVKLUVKDORP�RUJ
ourshirshalom.org
Reform

7UXPEXOO
Congregation B’nai Torah 
5700 Main St. 
�������������_�RIÀFH#�EQDLWRUDKFW��RUJ 
  bnaitorahct. org
Conservative

Westport
Beit Chaverim Synagogue of  
Westport/Norwalk
85 Post Road West
�������������_�RIÀFH#EHLWFKDYHULP�FRP
beitchaverim.com
Modern Orthodox/Traditional

Congregation for Humanistic Judaism of 
)DLUÀHOG�&RXQW\�
P.O. Box 82
Westport, CT 06881
203-293-8867 | info@humanisticjews.org
humanisticjews.org

Temple Israel
14 Coleytown Road
203-227-1293 | info@tiwestport.org
tiwestport.org
Reform

TCS
30 Hillspoint Road
203-454-4673 | execdir@tcs-westport.org
tcs-westport.org
Conservative

continued on the next page

“Jeff Klein is 
such a mensch, 

you should 
call him when 

you need a 
mattress”

Kleinsleep.com       203.846.2233

�

<HDU�¶5RXQG�

,QGRRU�,FH�6NDWLQJ�
� Daily Open Skating Sessions�

� Lessons for ALL�
� Hockey and Figure Skating�

)DPLO\�2SHUDWHG�6LQFH������
123 Glenwood Avenue Bridgeport, CT 

        203-576-8118             
ZZZ�:RQGHUODQGRILFH�FRP�
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T!ere are no days on the calendar when synagogue 
pews are more crowded than Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur, as worshipers check their tickets, put on 
their best clothes, reconnect with others, and – most 
importantly – engage in some of the most meaningful 
and introspective religious services of the year.

If there is one word to describe Jewish life in 
2020, a "tting candidate is chidush – an ancient 
Hebrew word for “innovation.” All summer long, 
Upper Fair"eld County Jewish congregations 
have thought up creative ways to keep community-
members connected, comforted, and engaged – and 
High Holiday programming is no exception.

How will our community’s congregations keep the spirit 
of the most sacred time of the Jewish year, when wearing a mask 
is as holy an act as wearing a kippah and kissing the Torah has 
become a matter of public health?

“Like so many other congregations, Congregation Beth El-
Norwalk has been planning for months and we’ve decided to 
hold our#High Holiday#services exclusively online,” says Rabbi 
Ita Paskind.#“We simply could not – and would not – create a 
service model that excluded at-risk individuals and families, or 
encouraged folks to come into the building when it wasn’t safe. 
Our congregants’ health is of supreme importance.” In addition to 
online services, Beth El-Norwalk will o$er yoga, preschool sing-
along and stories, Torah study,#a High Holiday#musical experience, 
and a Zoom “Lobby” where congregants#can just hang out.

Over more than a half-century, Congregation for Humanistic 
Judaism of Fair"eld County has o$ered meaningful celebrations to 
anyone identifying as Jewish. “We know that many Jews rely on CHJ’s 
annual High Holiday services for connection and meaning in a way 
that aligns with their personal beliefs,” says CHJ president, Steven 
Getz. “Many of our attendees seek out a like-minded community to 
share the High Holidays’ meaning and traditions.” CHJ’s services, 
incorporating music, prose, and poetry, will be available via YouTube. 

From the start of the pandemic, Congregation B’nai Israel#in 
Bridgeport has relied on a set of Jewish values and principles to 
guide decision-making around community practice and gatherings. 
“!ose are the values of pikuach nefesh (saving a life), keeping the 
community together, o$ering pastoral care and counseling, and 
ensuring the safety and well-being of our#entire sta$,” says Rabbi 
Evan Schultz. “We have created a High Holy Day experience that 
we hope will honor those principles as well as the High Holy Day 
experience our congregants know and love. !e experience itself may 
look di$erent, but we hope that the spirit of what we’re doing will feel 
familiar and meaningful to everyone in the B’nai Israel community.”

Temple Shalom in Norwalk has adapted in many creative 
ways, o$ering connection and a wide array of upli%ing spiritual, 
educational, and service opportunities both distanced and online. 

“We have seen tremendous engagement of our congregation 
during this challenging time – a testament to the fact that renewed 
involvement in Jewish life feeds our souls and restores our hope for 
the future,” says Rabbi-Cantor Shirah Sklar. “!e rhythms of the 
Jewish calendar bring so much depth and meaning to our lives, and 
we all need these moments of inspiration and connection now more 
than ever.” !is year, Temple Shalom will o$er a variety of both 
virtual and safe outdoor and drive-in High Holiday programming. 

Some congregations are only o$ering in-person services, 
especially those where halacha precludes the use of streaming 
technology on Shabbat and certain Jewish holidays.

“At Beit Chaverim Synagogue in Westport, we have been conducting 
outdoor services seven days a week, and we will be having joyful#High 
Holiday#services in person in the safest way possible,” says Rabbi Greg 
Wall. “!is will probably translate into multiple shorter, limited-
attendance outdoor services.” Non-members are invited to request 
guest tickets, available based on safe space considerations.

Other congregations, like Rodeph Sholom in Bridgeport, have 
been planning for all scenarios. “If, due to safety concerns, we 
are unable to run our services in person for anyone wishing to 
attend, we will have a minyan of essential personnel in addition 
to livestream broadcast sta$,” says Rabbi Richard Eisenberg. !e 
synagogue o$ers pickup and delivery of prayerbooks and will hold 
shofar-blowing in its parking lot (weather permitting) on the second 
day of Rosh Hashanah, a%er morning services.#On Yom Kippur, 
Rodeph Sholom will hold a second, late-a%ernoon Yizkor#service 
option in the parking lot (weather permitting).#

At a time when those participating in High Holiday services are 
praying for themselves and their circles to be inscribed in the Book 
of Life for a year of good health, congregations are making every 
e$ort to play their vital roles in ensuring that good health is of the 
highest priority.

To learn about High Holiday o$erings at a speci"c congregation, 
see the Jewish Community Resource Directory in this issue for 
contact information.

How Is This Year Different?
Keeping  
High Holiday  
Spirit Alive
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Jewish Community 
Resource Directory

COMMUNITY 
AGENCIES & 
ORGANIZATIONS
Anti-Defamation League 
&RQQHFWLFXW�5HJLRQDO�2IÀFH 
connecticut.adl.org | 203-288-6500

Federation for Jewish Philanthropy of  
8SSHU�)DLUÀHOG�&RXQW\ 
shalomct.org | 203-226-8197

Israelis-in-CT 
israelisinct@hotmail.com 
facebook.com/israelisinct

Jewish Family Service of  
&RQQHFWLFXW��)DLUÀHOG 
jfsct.org | 203-366-5438

Jewish Federation Association of 
Connecticut ( JFACT) 
jfact.org | 860-727-5701

Holocaust Child Survivors of  
Connecticut, Inc. 
hcs-ct.org | 203-226-3092

LifeBridge Community Services, Bridgeport  
lifebridgect.org | 203-368-4291

Schoke Jewish Family Service of  
)DLUÀHOG�&RXQW\ 
ctjfs.org | 203-659-3601 

The Jewish Community Foundation, Serving 
8SSHU�)DLUÀHOG�&RXQW\ 
dweisberg@jewishphilanthropyct.org |  
203-226-8197

Voices of Hope – Holocaust and genocide 
education  
ctvoicesofhope.org | 860-470-5591

LIFECYCLE
0RKHO
Rabbi Yitzchok Adler 
860-798-9555

0LNYDK
Mikvah Israel 
�����6WUDWÀHOG�5RDG��)DLUÀHOG 
203-274-2191

End of Life
Abraham L. Green and Son Funeral  
+RPH��)DLUÀHOG� 
greensfuneralhome.com | 203-255-8993

�

�
Servicing�thhe�greater�FFairfield�andd�New�Havenn�counties�fo

�

or�almost�200�years͊�
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tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ
ƚƌŝǀŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽ
ƌŽŵ�ŚĂƌĚǁĂ
ŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ
ŚĞƐĞ�ĂƌĞ�ďƵƚ

ŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�:ĞǁŝƐ
ŽǀŝĚĞ�ŚŽŶĞƐ
ĂƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽĨƚǁ
Ğ�ƚŽ�ĨƵůů�ĞŶĚƉ
ƚ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�ŽĨ�ƚŚ

ƐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽŶƉ
ƚ͕�ƌĞůŝĂďůĞ�ƐĞ
ǁĂƌĞ�ƉƵƌĐŚĂ
ƉŽŝŶƚ�ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚ
ŚĞ�ŽƉƚŝŽŶƐ�ĂŶ

ƌŽĨŝƚ�ĐŽŵŵƵ
ĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă
ƐŝŶŐ͕�ŝŵƉůĞŵ
ƚǇ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘�
ŶĚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ƚ

ƵŶŝƚŝĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�Ăů
Ă�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ƚŽ
ŵĞŶƚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ

ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�ĐĂŶ�

ŵŽƐƚ�Ϯ�ĚĞĐĂ
ŽƵĐŚ͘��
Ě�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�

ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ͘���

ĂĚĞƐ�ǁŚŝůĞ�

ŶĞƚǁŽƌŬ�

tĞ�ŚĂǀĞ
ĐĂůů͊�

�Ă�ŚŽŵĞ�ƐƵƉƉƉŽƌƚ�ĚŝǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ŚŽŵĞ�ƵƐĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽŽŵĞ�ďĂƐĞ�ďƵƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ�ĂƐ��ǁĞůů͘�'ŝǀĞ�

ǁĞůů͘�'ŝǀĞ�ƵƵƐ�Ă�ĐĂůů͊�
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©2019 People’s United Bank, N.A.  |  Member FDIC

PEOPLE’S UNITED BANK IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE

Federation for Jewish Philanthropy

WWW.TRIPLESCLEAN.COM

Oriental & Area Rugs, Carpets, Upholstery, Drapery
Patio Cushions, Grout, Tile & Stone, Wood Floors

TIME TO CLEAN?

Stamford 203-327-7471 Norwalk 203-847-8000 Stratford 203-375-3737
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Jewish Cemetery Association of  
)DLUÀHOG�&RXQW\ 
203-452-1221

/R\DOW\�&HPHWHU\�$VVRFLDWLRQ��)DLUÀHOG 
203-452-1221

Martin H. Green Memorials & Lettering 
203-452-1221 

YOUTH & 
EDUCATION
(DUO\�&KLOGKRRG
PJ Library & PJ Our Way: Free Jewish-
themed books for kids to age 11 
Federation for Jewish Philanthropy of Upper 
)DLUÀHOG�&RXQW\� 
fjp@jewishphilanthropyct.org 
jewishphilanthropyct.org | 203-659-3602

Aleph Bet Early Childhood and Daycare 
Center, Westport 
myalephbet.org | 203-635-4118

B’nai Torah Nursery School, Trumbull 
bnaitorahct.org/nursery | 203-268-0227

Bonim Preschool 
Congregation B’nai Israel, Bridgeport 
cbibpt.org | 203-335-5058

Carol Schoke Early Childhood Center 
Temple Israel, Westport  
tiwestport.org | 203-227-1656, ext. 312

Gan Yeladim Preschool 
Temple Shalom, Norwalk  
templeshalomweb.org | 203-866-0148

K’tanim Preschool 
&RQJUHJDWLRQ�%HWK�(O��)DLUÀHOG� 
EHWKHOIDLUÀHOG�RUJ�_�������������

Nitzan Nursery School 
Congregation Beth El-Norwalk 
congbethel.org | 203-838-6019

TCS Preschool, Westport  
tcs-westport.org | 203-454-4673

'D\VFKRROV
Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy
(Pre-K – 12th Grade)
2186 High Ridge Road, Stamford
bcha-ct.org
Lower School: 203-329-2186
Upper School: 203-883-8970
A merger of Bi-Cultural Day School and Jewish
High School of Connecticut

Ezra Academy 
75 Rimmon Road, Woodbridge 
ezraacademyct.org | 203-389-5500

Southern Connecticut Hebrew Academy 
261 Derby Ave., Orange 
schacademy.org | 203-795-5261

Hebrew 
Alef-Tav Hebrew for Children & 
Ulpan Habait 
An Israeli program for learning Hebrew 
israelisinct@hotmail.com | 203-434-7705

<RXWK�$FWLYLWLHV
BBYO Connecticut Valley Region 
)DLUÀHOG��5LGJHÀHOG��:HVWSRUW�&KDSWHUV 
bbyo.org | 203-389-2127

Circle of Friends Connecticut 
circleoffriendsct.org | 203-293-8837  

)ULHQGVKLS�&LUFOH�)DLUÀHOG�&RXQW\ 
friendshipct.com | 203-329-0015, ext. 131

Keshet Jewish Enrichment for Children with 
Special Needs and Their Parents 
Congregation B’nai Israel, Bridgeport  
cbibpt.org/kesher.html#keshet | 203-336-1858

Merkaz Community High School for  
Judaic Studies 
4200 Park Ave., Bridgeport 
merkazct.org | 203-450-5303

Westport USY 
The Conservative Synagogue, Westport 
tcs-westport.org/communities/youth-groups
203-454-4673 

6XPPHU�&DPSV
Camp Gan Israel of Westport,  
Weston & Wilton 
ganisrael.com | 203-226-8584

JCC of Greater New Haven Day Camps 
jccnh.org/jcc-summer-day-camp
203-387-2424, ext. 253 
Contact Federation for Jewish Philanthropy to learn 
about subsidized bus transportation from Upper 
)DLUÀHOG�&RXQW\��������������

Mishkan Israel Day Camp 
mishkanisrael.com | 203-268-0740

Ramah Sports Academy
+HOG�DW�)DLUÀHOG�8QLYHUVLW\
ramahsportsacademy.org | 855-577-7678

/LIHORQJ�/HDUQLQJ�
)DLUÀHOG�8QLYHUVLW\�&DUO�	�'RURWK\� 
Bennett Center for Judaic Studies 
IDLUÀHOG�HGX�_���������������H[W������

Israelis-in-CT Hebrew Conversation Group 
Meets every other Monday at The  
Westport Library 
israelisinct@hotmail.com 

Kesher Project for Developmentally 
Challenged Adults 
Congregation B’nai Israel, Bridgeport 
cbibpt.org | 203-336-1858

Schneerson Center for Jewish Life, CT  
schneersoncenter.org | 203-635-4118

CULTURAL
Connecticut Jewish Ledger 
jewishledger.com | 860-231-2424

-HZLVK�)LOP�)HVWLYDO�RI�)DLUÀHOG�&RXQW\ 
VWDPIRUGMFF�RUJ�ÀOPIHVWLYDO�_�������������

-HZLVK�+LVWRULFDO�6RFLHW\�RI�)DLUÀHOG�&RXQW\ 
jhsfc-ct.org | 203-321-1373, ext. 150

YOUNG 
PROFESSIONALS
Greater Bridgeport Jews (20s & 30s) 
eschultz@cbibpt.org | 203-336-1858

Jewish Twenties & Thirties 
ctjfs.org | 203-921-4161

Young Jewish Professionals, CT 
yjpct.org | 203-354-3090 

WOMEN
Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist 
Organization of America, Inc. 
Connecticut Region 
hadassah.org/regions/connecticut
203-307-1319 

SENIORS
Jewish Senior Services 
Harry and Jeanette Weinberg  
Campus, Bridgeport 
jseniors.org | 203-365-6400

Seymour I. Hollander Apartments 
Greater Bridgeport Jewish Housing Corp. 
hollanderhouse.org | 203-374-7868
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Beit Chaverim Synagogue of Westport/Norwalk
���3RVW�5RDG�:HVW��:HVWSRUW���_������������������_���%HLW&KDYHULP�FRP

&RQJUHJDWLRQ�%HWK�(O�)DLUÀHOG
�����)DLU¿HOG�:RRGV�5RDG��)DLU¿HOG���_������������������_���EHWKHOIDLU¿HOG�RUJ

Keeping us all close in the face of social distancing
7KLV�SDQGHPLF�LV�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�LQ�RXU�GD\��EXW�SODJXHV�DUH�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�
DOO�WRR�IDPLOLDU�WR�WKH�-HZLVK�SHRSOH��)URP�ELEOLFDO�WLPHV�DQG�WKURXJKRXW�RXU�
KLVWRU\��WKH�KHDOWK\�UHVSRQVH�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�D�UHWXUQ�WR�RXU�VSLULWXDO�HVVHQFH�
$W�%HLW�&KDYHULP��ZH�PRYHG�VHUYLFHV�RQOLQH�WKH�PRPHQW�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�
FORVHG��DQG�RIIHUHG�FRPPXQDO�SUD\HU�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WKUHH�WLPHV�D�GD\��VL[�
GD\V�D�ZHHN�
7RGD\�ZH�DUH�KDSS\�WR�RIIHU�RXWGRRU�VHUYLFHV��PDLQWDLQLQJ�D�VRFLDO�GLVWDQFLQJ�
SURWRFRO�WKDW�VXUSDVVHV�VWDWH�DQG�ORFDO�JXLGHOLQHV��:H�DOVR�KRVW�RXU�DUHD¶V�RQO\�
RXWGRRU�PRUQLQJ�PLQ\DQ�VHYHQ�GD\V�D�ZHHN��VKHOWHUHG�IURP�VXQ�DQG�UDLQ��3OHDVH�
MRLQ�XV�LI�\RX�KDYH�D�\DKU]HLW�RU�MXVW�QHHG�WR�FRQQHFW�LQ�SHUVRQ��DQG�VDIHO\�
$W�%HLW�&KDYHULP��ZH�LQVWLOO�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�OLIHORQJ�OHDUQLQJ��DQG�PDQ\�
RI�RXU�PHPEHUV�HQMR\�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�UHJXODUO\�LQ�DW�OHDVW�RQH�RI�RXU�PDQ\�
ZHHNO\�FODVVHV��6LQFH�WKH�SDQGHPLF��ZH�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG�RXU�RIIHULQJV�
DQG�JRQH�YLUWXDO��LQYLWLQJ�SHRSOH�RXWVLGH�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�WR�OHDUQ�DQG�
JURZ�ZLWK�XV��2XU�RQOLQH�FODVVHV�LQ�SDUVKD��WDQDFK��WDOPXG��-HZLVK�KLVWRU\��SKLORVRSK\��P\VWLFLVP��-HZLVK�ODZ��SUD\HU��
ZRPHQ¶V�VSLULWXDOLW\��DQG�VHVVLRQV�RQ�FRRNLQJ��\RJD��DQG�-HZLVK�SRS�FXOWXUH�DUH�DWWUDFWLQJ�QHZ�SDUWLFLSDQWV�HYHU\�GD\�
IURP�DURXQG�RXU�DUHD�DQG�EH\RQG�
7R�H[SORUH�SHUVRQDO�JURZWK�WKURXJK�DQ\�RI�RXU�SRSXODU�YLUWXDO�FODVVHV��SOHDVH�VLJQ�XS�IRU�RXU�PDLOLQJ�OLVW�DW�%HLW&KDYHULP�FRP�
)RU�WKH�+LJK�+ROLGD\V��ZH�DUH�SODQQLQJ�PXOWLSOH�DEEUHYLDWHG��LQ�SHUVRQ��VRFLDO�GLVWDQFHG�VHUYLFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�VKRIDU�
EORZLQJ��*XHVW�WLFNHWV�DUH�DYDLODEOH��VSDFH�SHUPLWWLQJ��3OHDVH�HPDLO�RI¿FH#EHLWFKDYHULP�FRP�WR�UHTXHVW�WLFNHWV�
:LVKLQJ�HYHU\RQH�D�MR\RXV�DQG�KHDOWK\�KROLGD\�VHDVRQ��DQG�KRSH�WR�VHH�\RX�VRRQ�DW�%HLW�&KDYHULP��³7KH�+RXVH�RI�)ULHQGV�´

A New Yavneh
5DEEL�<RFKDQDQ�EHQ�=DNNDL�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�
UDEELV�DQG�-HZLVK�OHDGHUV�LQ�WKH��VW�FHQWXU\�&(��$W�WKDW�
WLPH��-HUXVDOHP�ZDV�XQGHU�VLHJH�E\�WKH�5RPDQV��ZKR�
ZRXOGQ¶W�OHW�DQ\RQH�LQ�RU�RXW�RI�WKH�ZDOOHG�FLW\��-HZV�ZHUH�
VXIIHULQJ�JUHDWO\�XQGHU�5RPDQ�RSSUHVVLRQ��QRW�DOORZHG�
WR�FHOHEUDWH�6KDEEDW��FLUFXPFLVH�QHZERUQ�ER\V��RUGDLQ�
UDEELV��RU�VWXG\�7RUDK��$ODUPHG�E\�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ��5DEEL�
<RFKDQDQ�EHQ�=DNNDL�GHFLGHG�WR�DFW��+H�DVNHG�KLV�GLVFLSOHV�
WR�VPXJJOH�KLP�RXW�RI�WKH�FLW\�LQ�D�FRI¿Q�DQG�EULQJ�KLP�WR�
WKH�5RPDQ�JHQHUDO��9HVSDVLDQ��7KH�VWXGHQWV�IROORZHG�KLV�
LQVWUXFWLRQV��DQG�5DEEL�<RFKDQDQ�HPHUJHG�IURP�WKH�FRI¿Q�
DV�VRRQ�DV�KH�ZDV�LQ�WKH�JHQHUDO¶V�SUHVHQFH�
$IWHU�LQWURGXFLQJ�KLPVHOI��KH�DQQRXQFHG�WKDW�9HVSDVLDQ�
ZRXOG�VRRQ�EHFRPH�WKH�QHZ�5RPDQ�HPSHURU��DQG�DVNHG�
IRU�RQH�IDYRU��3OHDVHG�ZLWK�WKH�SUHGLFWLRQ��9HVSDVLDQ�
DVNHG�WKH�UDEEL�IRU�KLV�UHTXHVW��³3OHDVH�JLYH�PH�WKH�FLW\�RI�
<DYQHK�DQG�LWV�VDJHV�´�VDLG�5DEEL�<RFKDQDQ��
$IWHU�D�VKRUW�WLPH��9HVSDVLDQ�ZDV�LQGHHG�QDPHG�HPSHURU�
RI�WKH�5RPDQ�(PSLUH�DQG�5DEEL�<RFKDQDQ�ZDV�JUDQWHG�
SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�PRYH�WR�WKH�FLW\�RQ�,VUDHO¶V�VRXWKHUQ�
FRDVWDO�SODLQ��DORQJ�ZLWK�KLV�IHOORZ�VDJHV��7KHUH��DIWHU�
WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�6HFRQG�7HPSOH��5DEEL�<RFKDQDQ�

EHQ�=DNNDL�UHFUHDWHG�-XGDLVP�IRU�WKH�-HZLVK�SHRSOH¶V�
QHZ�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��+H�KDG�WKH�YLVLRQ��WKH�GULYH��DQG�WKH�
ZLVGRP�WR�DGDSW�-XGDLVP�WR�D�QHZ�ZRUOG��+LV�FRXUDJH�
HQDEOHG�RXU�UHOLJLRQ�WR�WKULYH�DQG�VXUYLYH�XQWLO�WRGD\��
,Q�WKH�ZDNH�RI�WKH�JOREDO�&RURQDYLUXV�SDQGHPLF��,�EHOLHYH�
ZH�DUH�H[SHULHQFLQJ�D�QHZ�<DYQHK��7KH�VSUHDG�RI�WKLV�
YLUXV�LV�FKDQJLQJ�WKH�ZD\�ZH�DUH�OLYLQJ�RXU�-XGDLVP�
WRGD\��$V�5DEEL�-HII�6DONLQ�ZURWH�LQ�The Forward, we are 
ZLWQHVVLQJ�WKH�ULVH�RI�D�³PRGHUQ�H�<DYQHK�´�7KURXJK�WKLV�
FULVLV��-XGDLVP�LV�PRYLQJ�RQOLQH�WR�VWD\�UHOHYDQW�DQG�WR�
NHHS�RXU�PHPEHUV�HQJDJHG�DQG�FRQQHFWHG��
:H¶YH�KDG�KXQGUHGV�RI�SHRSOH�IROORZLQJ�RXU�YLUWXDO�PRUQLQJ�
PLQ\DQ��FODVVHV��DQG�DFWLYLWLHV��,�DP�D�¿UP�EHOLHYHU�WKDW�QRWKLQJ�
ZLOO�UHSODFH�WKH�SHUVRQDO��SK\VLFDO�H[SHULHQFH�RI�JDWKHULQJ�
LQ�RXU�VDQFWXDU\��+RSHIXOO\��WKDW�ZLOO�KDSSHQ�VRRQ��%XW�LQ�WKH�
PHDQWLPH��,�LQYLWH�\RX�WR�EH�SDUW�RI�RXU�RQOLQH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ����
WR�SUD\��WR�VWXG\��DQG�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�XV�LQ�WKH�F\EHUVSDFH��
$V�ZH�SUD\�IRU�WKH�HQGLQJ�RI�WKLV�SDQGHPLF��PD\�*RG�
EULQJ�KHDOLQJ�DQG�VWUHQJWK�WR�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�VXIIHULQJ�
SK\VLFDOO\�DQG�VSLULWXDOO\�DW�WKLV�WLPH�� 

/¶VKDORP� 
5DEEL�0DUFHOR�.RUPLV
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Beth Israel of Westport/Norwalk – Chabad
���.LQJ�6W���1RUZDON���_������������������_���EHWKLVUDHOFW�RUJ

Congregation Ahavath Achim
���������������_���DKDYDWKDFKLP�RUJ

The New Paradigm – Elbowing as an Expression of Friendship
%\�5DEEL�<HKRVKXD�6��+HFKW��6SLULWXDO�/HDGHU

%HWK�,VUDHO�&KDEDG�FHOHEUDWHG�LWV����st�DQQLYHUVDU\�LQ�0DUFK�
�����ZLWK�D�EHQH¿W�FRQFHUW�E\�WKH�ZRUOG�UHQRZQHG�MD]]�YLROLQLVW��
$OH[DQGHU�0DUNRY��DQG�KLV�IDWKHU��$OEHUW�0DUNRY��,W�ZDV�D�
VHQVDWLRQDO�HYHQLQJ�RI�PXVLF��JRRG�IRRG��DQG�FRPPXQLW\��2Q�
0DUFK���th��WKH�DQQXDO�3XULP�0HJLOODK�UHDGLQJ�DQG�+HEUHZ�
VFKRRO�FHOHEUDWLRQ�GUHZ�D�ODUJH�FURZG�

%\�PLG�0DUFK��WKH�&RYLG����SDQGHPLF�ZDV�UDJLQJ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�
WULVWDWH�DUHD�DQG�%HWK�,VUDHO�&KDEDG�VKLIWHG�DOO�LWV�DFWLYLWLHV��7RUDK�
FODVVHV��DQG�+HEUHZ�6FKRRO�RQWR�=RRP�DQG�VRFLDO�PHGLD�

6LQFH�WKHQ��YLUWXDO�7RUDK�FODVVHV�KDYH�EHHQ�D�PDLQVWD\�IRU�UHVLGHQWV�
RI�)DLU¿HOG�&RXQW\�DQG�EH\RQG��1HDUO\�����FODVVHV�KDYH�EHHQ�
SUHVHQWHG�E\�5DEEL�<HKRVKXD�6��+HFKW�RQ�:HGQHVGD\�PRUQLQJ�DQG�
HYHQLQJ�DQG�E\�5HEEHW]LQ�)UHLGD�+HFKW�RQ�7KXUVGD\�PRUQLQJ�

)RU�3DVVRYHU��WKH�6KXO�SHUVRQDOO\�GHOLYHUHG�GLVWULEXWHG�KDQG�
EDNHG�shmurah�PDW]DK�DQG�IRU�6KDYXRW��ZH�UDQ�DQ�H[WUDRUGLQDULO\�
VXFFHVVIXO�6KDYXRW�LQ�D�%R[�JLIW�SDFNDJHV�LQFOXGLQJ�FKDOODK��ZLQH��
FKHHVH�EOLQW]HV��DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�PDWHULDO�DERXW�WKH�KROLGD\��:HOO�
RYHU����IDPLOLHV�ZHUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKLV�SURMHFW�

$IWHU�WZR�PRQWKV�RI�=RRP�FODVVHV��WKH�+HEUHZ�6FKRRO�
3URJUDP�HQGHG�LQ�0D\��6WXGHQWV�UHFHLYHG�HQG�RI�\HDU�JLIWV�DQG�
HGXFDWLRQDO�SDFNHWV�LQ�WKH�PDLO�DQG�HQMR\HG�D�VSHFLDO�JUDGXDWLRQ�
FHOHEUDWLRQ�RQ�=RRP�

7KH�&LUFOH�RI�)ULHQGV�3URJUDP�VHUYLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�VSHFLDO�
QHHGV�FRQGXFWHG�WZR�PDJQL¿FHQW�6XQGD\�&LUFOH�3URJUDPV�YLD�
=RRP��ZLWK�WKH�PDQ\�SDUWLFLSDQWV�H[FLWLQJO\�JUHHWLQJ�HDFK�RWKHU�
RQOLQH�DV�WKH\�MRLQHG�LQ�WKH�VSHFLDO�IXQ�DFWLYLWLHV�

%HWK�,VUDHO�&KDEDG�UHRSHQHG�WKH�6KXO�ZLWK�WKH�6KDYXRW�KROLGD\�
RQ�0D\�������DQG�KDV�EHHQ�FRQGXFWLQJ�6KDEEDW�PRUQLQJ�
VHUYLFHV�XQLQWHUUXSWHGO\�DW����D�P���IROORZHG�E\�D�OLPLWHG�.LGGXVK��
2I�FRXUVH��DOO�KHDOWK�SURWRFROV��PDVNV��HWF���DUH�DGKHUHG�WR�

7KH�KLJKOLJKW�RI�WKH�VXPPHU�ZDV�WKH�KXJHO\�VXFFHVVIXO�&LUFOH�RI�
)ULHQGV�(QG�RI�<HDU�3DUDGH�DQG�&ORVLQJ�&HUHPRQ\�KHOG�DW�%HWK�
,VUDHO�RQ�-XO\��th��7KH�FDU�SDUDGH��ZLWK�SROLFH�HVFRUWV��EHJDQ�LQ�
:HVWSRUW�DQG�FRQFOXGHG�DW�%HWK�,VUDHO�&KDEDG¶V�SDUNLQJ�ORW�

&ORVH�WR�����WHHQ�YROXQWHHUV��SDUWLFLSDQWV��DQG�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�
DWWHQGHG�WKLV�VDIH��\HW�H[FLWLQJ��HYHQLQJ�HYHQW�WKDW�KRQRUHG�WKH�WHHQ�
YROXQWHHUV�VHUYLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�VSHFLDO�QHHGV�ZLWKLQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�

$�FORVLQJ�WKRXJKW��,Q�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�VSRUWV��HOERZLQJ�DQRWKHU�SOD\HU�
LV�FRQVLGHUHG�DQ�DFW�RI�DJJUHVVLRQ�DQG�FDOOHG�D�IRXO��7RGD\��ZLWK�
&RYLG�����ZH�KDYH�OHDUQHG�WKDW�HYHQ�HOERZLQJ�RQH�DQRWKHU�PD\�
EH�WUDQVIRUPHG�LQWR�DQ�DFW�RI�JUHHWLQJ�DQG�SHDFH�

)RU�WKH�+LJK�+ROLGD\V��%HWK�,VUDHO�&KDEDG�LV�SODQQLQJ�D�VHULHV�RI�
VHUYLFHV�WKDW�WDNHV�LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKH�QHZ�UHDOLW\�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF��
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�D�IXOO�+LJK�+ROLGD\�VHUYLFH��FRQGHQVHG�VHUYLFHV�ZLOO�
EH�KHOG�ERWK�LQGRRUV�DQG�RXWGRRUV��7KH�FRPPXQLW\�LV�ZHOFRPH�WR�
DWWHQG�DOO�VHUYLFHV��IDFH�PDVNV�DUH�UHTXLUHG��7KH�6KXO�GRHV�QRW�
UHTXLUH�WLFNHWV�WR�DWWHQG��DQG�D�FRQWULEXWLRQ�LV�DOZD\V�ZHOFRPH�

:KDW�D�ZLOG�IHZ�PRQWKV�LW�KDV�EHHQ�

$V�ZH�FRQWLQXH�WR�SUD\�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�LOO��DQG�IRU�D�VSHHG\�UHVROXWLRQ�RI�WKLV�FULVLV��ZH�DOVR�JLYH�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�$OPLJKW\�
IRU�KHDOLQJ�WKH�VLFN��NHHSLQJ�XV�VDIH��DQG�JXLGLQJ�XV�WKURXJK�WKLV�PRVW�XQXVXDO�SHULRG��

:KLOH�RXU�XVXDO�URXWLQH�RI�V\QDJRJXH�OLIH�KDV�EHHQ�JUHDWO\�LQWHUUXSWHG��LQ�D�FHUWDLQ�VHQVH��WKH�SDVW�IHZ�PRQWKV�KDYH�
EHHQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�SURGXFWLYH�LQ�RXU�FRQJUHJDWLRQ¶V�ORQJ�DQG�VWRULHG�KLVWRU\��:H�KDYH�EDQGHG�WRJHWKHU�LQ�D�ERQG�RI�
ORYLQJ�NLQGQHVV��FDOOLQJ�RQH�DQRWKHU�RQ�WKH�SKRQH�WR�FKHFN�RQ�HDFK�RWKHU¶V�ZHOIDUH��VKRSSLQJ�DQG�UXQQLQJ�HUUDQGV�IRU�
WKH�HOGHUO\�DQG�YXOQHUDEOH�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��DQG�VKDULQJ�ZRUGV�RI�7RUDK�DQG�SUD\HU�YLD�HPDLO�DQG�=RRP��7KH�P\ULDG�
VWRULHV�RI�RXU�FRQJUHJDQWV�ORRNLQJ�RXW�IRU�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�IRU�SHRSOH�RXWVLGH�RI�RXU�LPPHGLDWH�FRPPXQLW\�GXULQJ�WKLV�WLPH�
RI�FULVLV�DUH�WUXO\�KHDUWZDUPLQJ���

$V�D�IDLWK�EDVHG�FRPPXQLW\�WKDW�VWULYHV�WR�DWWDLQ�D�PHDQLQJIXO�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�
$OPLJKW\�WKURXJK�WKH�DFW�RI�SUD\HU��ZH�DUH�SURXG�WR�RIIHU�VDIH��VRFLDO�GLVWDQFLQJ�
PLQ\DQLP�RQ�D�GDLO\�EDVLV��:H�FRQWLQXH�WR�HQMR\�D�ZRQGHUIXO�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�
-HZLVK�6HQLRU�6HUYLFHV��DQG�ZH�KROG�ZHHNGD\�PRUQLQJ�VHUYLFHV�RXWGRRUV�LQ�WKH�
FRXUW\DUG�RI�WKH�+DUU\�DQG�-HDQHWWH�:HLQEHUJ�&DPSXV�LQ�%ULGJHSRUW��6KDEEDW�
PRUQLQJ�VHUYLFHV�DUH�KHOG�LQ�FRQJUHJDQWV¶�EDFN�\DUGV�LQ�)DLU¿HOG���

)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�RXU�ZDUP�DQG�ZHOFRPLQJ�FRQJUHJDWLRQ��SOHDVH�GR�
QRW�KHVLWDWH�WR�UHDFK�RXW�WR�XV�DW�RI¿FH#DKDYDWKDFKLP�RUJ�

/RRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR�PHHWLQJ�\RX�

5DEEL�3HUHW]�5RELQVRQ
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Congregation B’nai Israel
�����3DUN�$YH���%ULGJHSRUW���_������������������_���FELESW�RUJ

&RQJUHJDWLRQ�IRU�+XPDQLVWLF�-XGDLVP�RI�)DLUÀHOG�&RXQW\��&+-�
3�2��%R[�����:HVWSRUW��&7���������_������������������_���KXPDQLVWLFMHZV�RUJ

&RQJUHJDWLRQ�%¶QDL�,VUDHO�KDV�EHHQ�D�
JDWKHULQJ�VSDFH�IRU�5HIRUP�-HZV�RI�DOO�
DJHV�DQG�EDFNJURXQGV�LQ�WKH�*UHDWHU�
%ULGJHSRUW�DUHD�IRU�RYHU�����\HDUV��
EOHQGLQJ�VDFUHG�WUDGLWLRQV�ZLWK�QHZ�DQG�
FUHDWLYH�ZD\V�RI�H[SUHVVLQJ�-XGDLVP�WKDW�
UHVRQDWHV�ZLWK�DOO�JHQHUDWLRQV��:H�DLP�WR�
IRVWHU�PHDQLQJIXO�-HZLVK�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��
YLEUDQW�-HZLVK�ZRUVKLS�DQG�PXVLF��
HQJDJLQJ�-HZLVK�OHDUQLQJ��DQG�LPSDFWIXO�
VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�ZRUN�ERWK�ZLWKLQ�RXU�
FRPPXQLW\�DQG�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DURXQG�XV�

)ROORZLQJ�WKH�UHFHQW�UHWLUHPHQW�RI�&DQWRU�
6KHUL�%OXP��&RQJUHJDWLRQ�%¶QDL�,VUDHO�LV�
VR�SOHDVHG�WR�ZHOFRPH�&DQWRU�0LFKHOOH�
5XEHO��IRUPHUO\�DQ�DVVRFLDWH�FDQWRU�DW�
7HPSOH�(PDQX�HO�LQ�:HVW¿HOG��1�-��6KH�
MRLQV�WKH�G\QDPLF�FOHUJ\�WHDP�RI�6HQLRU�
5DEEL�(YDQ�6FKXOW]�DQG�$VVLVWDQW�
5DEEL�6DUDK�0DULRQ��&DQWRU�0LFKHOOH�
EULQJV�D�MR\��RSHQQHVV��DQG�ZDUPWK�WR�
WKH�GLYHUVH�FRPPXQLW\�RI�&RQJUHJDWLRQ�

%¶QDL�,VUDHO��$V�WKH�QHZ�FDQWRU��KHU�
YLVLRQ�LV�WR�PDNH�PXVLF�VRPHWKLQJ�DOO�
FDQ�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�VKDUH�WRJHWKHU��+HU�
HQHUJ\�DQG�YLWDOLW\�PDWFK�ZHOO�ZLWK�WKDW�RI�
RXU�UDEELV��ZKR�DUH�UHODWLYHO\�QHZ�LQ�WKHLU�
UROHV�DIWHU�WKH�UHWLUHPHQW�RI�6HQLRU�5DEEL�
-DPHV�3URVQLW��

7KLV�VWURQJ�FOHUJ\�WHDP�DQG�RXU�WDOHQWHG�
%RQLP�(DUO\�&KLOGKRRG�DQG�(GXFDWLRQ�
GLUHFWRUV��$OH[D�&RKHQ�DQG�,UD�:LVH��
DUH�ZRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�RXU�YHU\�DFWLYH�
FRQJUHJDQWV�WR�VDIHO\�DQG�HIIHFWLYHO\�
QDYLJDWH�WKHVH�YHU\�FKDOOHQJLQJ�DQG�
XQFHUWDLQ�WLPHV�XVLQJ�-HZLVK�YDOXHV�
DV�JXLGDQFH��$OO�LQYROYHG�VWULYH�WR�EULQJ�
HYHU�PRUH�PHDQLQJ��PRUH�OLIH��PRUH�
H[FLWHPHQW��DQG�PRUH�MR\�WR�%¶QDL�,VUDHO�

3OHDVH�FRQVLGHU�UHDFKLQJ�RXW�WR�
&RQJUHJDWLRQ�%¶QDL�,VUDHO�WKURXJK�
RXU�ZHEVLWH�FELESW�RUJ�RU�E\�FDOOLQJ�
���������������WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�RXU�QHZ�
PHPEHUVKLS�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��/¶6KDORP�

Staying connected through our 
YDOXHV�GXULQJ�GLI¿FXOW�WLPHV«
&+-�SODFHV�D�PDMRU�HPSKDVLV�RQ�
Tikkun Olam��³UHSDLULQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�́ �
D�&+-�FRUH�YDOXH�WKDW�NHHSV�XV�DOO�
FRQQHFWHG��(PEHGGHG�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�
ZRUOGYLHZ�LV�social action, the DNA 
RI�+XPDQLVWLF�-XGDLVP�ZKLFK�SOD\V�D�
FULWLFDO�UROH�LQ�KRZ�ZH��DV�+XPDQLVWLF�
-HZV��VHH�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�RXU�SODFH�LQ�LW�

$V�ZH�PRYH�WKURXJK�WKHVH�XQFHUWDLQ�
WLPHV��&+-�LV�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�LQ�VHYHUDO�ZD\V��LQFOXGLQJ�
PRQHWDU\�GRQDWLRQV��6R�IDU�WKLV�\HDU��
our membership has donated $1,000 
WR�HDFK�RI�IRXU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��

³:H�FKRVH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�IURP�D�
SUHOLPLQDU\�OLVW�RI�WKRVH�UHFRPPHQGHG�
E\�WKH�&RQQHFWLFXW�&RYLG����&KDULW\��
&RQQHFWLRQ��DQG�WKH�&RQQHFWLFXW�
&RXQFLO�IRU�3KLODQWKURS\�́ �VD\V�6WHYH�
8OPDQ��&+-�6RFLDO�$FWLRQ�&RPPLWWHH�

FKDLU��³:H�ORRNHG�IRU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKDW�
FRXOG�DOOHYLDWH�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�&RYLG����
LQ�DQG�DURXQG�WKH�FRPPXQLWLHV�
ZKHUH�&+-¶V�PHPEHUV�OLYH��:H�
DOVR�FKHFNHG�HDFK�RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V�
UDWLQJV�E\�DJHQFLHV�WKDW�PRQLWRU�WKH�
HIIHFWLYHQHVV�RI�FKDULWLHV�́ �

The Connecticut Food Bank SURYLGHG�
�����PLOOLRQ�PHDOV�LQ������WKURXJK�
SDUWQHUVKLSV�ZLWK�ORFDO�IRRG�SDQWULHV��
VRXS�NLWFKHQV��VKHOWHUV��DQG�RWKHU�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DFURVV�&RQQHFWLFXW��

2SHUDWLRQ�+RSH�RI�)DLU¿HOG�
ZRUNV�WR�UHGXFH�IRRG�LQVHFXULW\�

DQG�KRPHOHVVQHVV�WKURXJK�LWV�IRRG�
SDQWU\��DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ��KRPHOHVV�
UHVSRQVH�VKHOWHU��DQG�FRPPXQLW\�
NLWFKHQ�SURJUDPV�

Inner-City Foundation for 
Charity and Education supports 
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�SURYLGLQJ�IRRG��FORWKLQJ��
VKHOWHU��FRXQVHOLQJ��DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�
WR�DW�ULVN�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�DGXOWV�DFURVV�
)DLU¿HOG�&RXQW\�

Federation for Jewish Philanthropy 
RI�8SSHU�)DLU¿HOG�&RXQW\ partners 
ZLWK�FRPPXQLW\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WR�SURYLGH�
IRRG��SHUVRQDO�SURWHFWLYH�HTXLSPHQW��
DQG�¿QDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH��Through a 
matching-grant opportunity, our 
$1,000 donation was doubled! 
7KURXJK�WDUJHWHG�GRQDWLRQV��&+-�LV�
GRLQJ�LWV�SDUW�WR�KHOS�RWKHUV�FRSH�LQ�
WKHVH�GLI¿FXOW�WLPHV��DQG�IXO¿OOLQJ�RXU�
mission of Tikkun Olam�
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Congregation Rodeph Sholom
�����3DUN�$YH���%ULGJHSRUW���_������������������_���URGHSKVKRORP�FRP

&RQJUHJDWLRQ�6KLU�6KDORP�RI�:HVWFKHVWHU�DQG�)DLUÀHOG�&RXQWLHV
���3HDFHDEOH�6W���5LGJH¿HOG���_������������������_���RXUVKLUVKDORP�RUJ

%\�5DEEL�5LFKDUG�(LVHQEHUJ�

,Q�D�IDPRXV�VHJPHQW�IURP�RQH�RI�P\�
IDYRULWH�PRYLHV��Lawrence of Arabia, 
7�(��/DZUHQFH�LV�OHDGLQJ�D�EDQG�RI�
¿JKWHUV�LQ�DQ�LPSRVVLEOH�WUHN�DFURVV�WKH�
$UDELDQ�'HVHUW�WR�FRQTXHU�WKH�5HG�6HD�
SRUW�RI�$TDED�ZKHQ�RQH�RI�WKH�PHQ�
JRHV�PLVVLQJ��KDYLQJ�VOLSSHG�RII�KLV�
FDPHO�ZKLOH�LQ�D�KHDW�LQGXFHG�VWXSRU��
/DZUHQFH�GHFLGHV�WR�JR�EDFN�DQG�
UHWULHYH�KLP��DJDLQVW�WKH�REMHFWLRQV�RI�
6KHULI�$OL��ZKR�WHOOV�KLP�WKDW�WKH�PLVVLQJ�
PDQ�PXVW�DOUHDG\�EH�GHDG�DQG�DQ\�
DWWHPSW�WR�UHVFXH�KLP�LV�GRRPHG�IURP�
WKH�VWDUW��7KHQ�DQRWKHU�¿JKWHU��UHIHUULQJ�
WR�WKH�RQH�ZKR�LV�PLVVLQJ��FKLPHV�LQ��
³*DVLP¶V�WLPH�KDV�FRPH��/DZUHQFH��
,W�LV�ZULWWHQ�́ �/DZUHQFH�DQVZHUV��
³1RWKLQJ�LV�ZULWWHQ�́ �$OL��DFFXVLQJ�KLP�
RI�EODVSKHP\��ZDUQV�/DZUHQFH�WKDW�
WKH�PLVVLRQ�WR�WDNH�$TDED�ZLOO�QHYHU�
KDSSHQ��HVSHFLDOO\�DIWHU�/DZUHQFH�WULHV�
WR�UHVFXH�*DVLP��/DZUHQFH�UHSOLHV��

³,�VKDOO�EH�DW�$TDED��That is written… 
(pointing to his head) …in here!”

2Q�WKH�+LJK�+RO\�'D\V��ZH�DVN�WR�EH�
ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKH�6HIHU�+H�+D\\LP��WKH�
%RRN�RI�/LIH��,Q�WKH�U’Netaneh Tokef 
SUD\HU�ZH�UHFLWH��³2Q�5RVK�+D�6KDQDK�
LW�LV�ZULWWHQ��RQ�<RP�.LSSXU�LW�LV�VHDOHG«
:KR�VKDOO�OLYH�DQG�ZKR�VKDOO�GLH«
ZKR�E\�¿UH�DQG�ZKR�E\�ZDWHU«ZKR�E\�
HDUWKTXDNH�DQG�ZKR�E\�plague«´�+RZ�
PDQ\�RI�XV�ZLOO�FRQWUDFW�&RYLG����DQG�
KRZ�PDQ\�RI�XV�ZLOO�EH�VSDUHG"�+RZ�
PDQ\�RI�XV�ZLOO�VXIIHU�¿QDQFLDOO\"�:KHQ�
ZLOO�ZH�HYHU�JHW�RXW�RI�WKLV�SDQGHPLF"

$QG��'R�ZH�DQG�VKRXOG�ZH�OHDYH�WKLV�
XS�WR�*RG"�:H�GLGQ¶W�FDXVH�WKLV�SODJXH�
EXW�ZH�KDYH�LW�LQ�RXU�SRZHU�WR�GR�RXU�
XWPRVW�WR�FRQWDLQ�LW��:H�FDQ¶W�ZDLW�IRU�
*RG�WR�PDNH�LW�JR�DZD\��7KH�UHVSRQVH�
LV�LQ�RXU�KDQGV��7KH�UHVROYH�PXVW�EH�
ZULWWHQ��DV�/DZUHQFH�LQGLFDWHG��LQ�RXU�
PLQGV�DQG�LQ�RXU�KHDUWV�

2XU�V\QDJRJXHV��)HGHUDWLRQ��DQG�RWKHU�
DJHQFLHV�DUH�GRLQJ�WKHLU�EHVW�WR�SURYLGH�
YLWDO�VHUYLFHV�WR�WKH�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLW\�
DQG�WR�GR�VR�LQ�D�VDIH�DQG�UHVSRQVLEOH�
PDQQHU��7KDQNV�WR�=RRP��WKH�LQWHUQHW��
DQG�WKH�ZRQGHUV�RI�WHFKQRORJ\��ZH�FDQ�
HQVXUH�WKDW�WKH�SDQGHPLF�ZRQ¶W�VKXW�
GRZQ�-HZLVK�OLIH��:H�FDQ�VWLOO�ZRUVKLS��
VWXG\��DQG�FHOHEUDWH�WRJHWKHU��:H�FDQ�
GR�VR�ZKLOH�DYRLGLQJ�ULVN\�H[SRVXUH�WR�
RQH�DQRWKHU�DQG�WR�&RYLG��:H�WDNH�WKLV�
UHVROYH��LPSULQWLQJ�LW�LQ�RXU�PLQGV��ZKLOH�
SUD\LQJ�IRU�WKH�GD\�ZKHQ�ZH�FDQ�VDIHO\�
JDWKHU�WRJHWKHU�OLNH�EHIRUH��%XW�XQWLO�WKH�
HPHUJHQFH�RI�HIIHFWLYH�WUHDWPHQW�DQG�D�
YDFFLQH��ZH�ZLOO�NHHS�pikuah nefesh, the 
SUHVHUYDWLRQ�RI�OLIH��IURQW�DQG�FHQWHU��

7KLV�GDUN�SHULRG�ZLOO�QRW�ODVW�IRUHYHU��
'RFWRUV�DQG�VFLHQWLVWV�ZLOO�KHOS�XV�¿QG�
D�ZD\�WKURXJK��7KRXJK�WKH\�PD\�QRW�
DOO�DJUHH��,�EHOLHYH�*RG¶V�ZLVGRP�ZLOO�
GULYH�WKHLU�SHUVLVWHQFH�DQG�LQJHQXLW\��
%HWWHU�GD\V�DUH�FRPLQJ��That LV�ZULWWHQ�

&RQJUHJDWLRQ�6KLU�6KDORP�FRQWLQXHV�WR�LQQRYDWH�DQG�
DGDSW�DQFLHQW�WUDGLWLRQV�DQG�ULWXDOV��VDIHO\�DQG�WKRXJKWIXOO\�
SURFHHGLQJ�ZLWK�ZRUVKLS�DQG�SURJUDPV��D�FDOPLQJ�SUHVHQFH�
DPLGVW�FKDRV�DQG�XQFHUWDLQW\��:H�DUH�SUHSDULQJ�IRU�DQ�
LQVSLULQJ��HQJDJLQJ��FUHDWLYH�DQG�PHDQLQJIXO�FHOHEUDWLRQ�
DQG�REVHUYDQFH�RI�WKH�+LJK�+RO\�'D\V��2XU�ZRUVKLS�DQG�
SURJUDPPLQJ�ZLOO�ORRN�DQG�IHHO�GLIIHUHQW�WKLV�\HDU�DQG�
ZH�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�WKH�KHDOWK�DQG�VDIHW\�RI�RXU�VDFUHG�
FRPPXQLW\��:H�DUH�SODQQLQJ�D�PL[�RI�LQ�SHUVRQ�DQG�RQOLQH�
ZRUVKLS��OHDUQLQJ��DQG�JDWKHULQJ�DV�ZH�DVSLUH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�
DQG�KRQRU�RXU�SDVW��HQULFK�RXU�SUHVHQW��DQG�LQVSLUH�RXU�
IXWXUH��FDSWXULQJ�WKH�IRXU�³7V´�RI�WKH�+LJK�+RO\�'D\V��2XU�
VRXOV�ZLOO�EH�XSOLIWHG�ZLWK�EHDXWLIXO�VWXGLR�UHFRUGHG�PXVLF�
OHG�E\�RXU�ZRQGHUIXO�&DQWRU��'HERUDK�.DWFKNR�*UD\�
(7¶¿ODK���DQG�¿QGLQJ�LQVSLUDWLRQ�DQG�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�
LQWURVSHFWLRQ�WKURXJK�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�RXU�SUD\HU�ERRNV�DQG�
RXU�5DEEL��'DYLG�5HLQHU��Teshuvah���2XU�GULYH�WKURXJK�
VKRIDU�VRXQGLQJ�LV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�FRQQHFW��GURS�RII�QRQ�
SHULVKDEOH�IRRG�IRU�RXU�DQQXDO�+LJK�+RO\�'D\�)RRG�'ULYH�
(Tzedakah���DQG�KHDU�WKH�VKRIDU�EODVW��T’kiah��

:H�DUH�DQ�LQFOXVLYH�DQG�FDULQJ�VDFUHG�FRPPXQLW\��
FRPPLWWHG�WR�HQULFK�RXU�OLYHV�E\�FRQQHFWLQJ�ZLWK�7RUDK��:H�
JDWKHU�IURP�PDQ\�-HZLVK�EDFNJURXQGV�DQG�IDLWK�WUDGLWLRQV��

ZH�FHOHEUDWH�DQG�HPEUDFH�HTXDOLW\�LQ�RXU�-HZLVK�SUDFWLFH��
UHJDUGOHVV�RI�JHQGHU�LGHQWLW\�DQG�VH[XDO�RULHQWDWLRQ��ZH�
ZHOFRPH�SHRSOH�RI�FRORU�LQWR�RXU�VDFUHG�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�
FHOHEUDWH�RXU�VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�GLYHUVLW\�

&KHFN�RXW�2XU6KLU6KDORP�RUJ�IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�WR�
SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�RXU�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�+LJK�+RO\�'D\V�

$�&RQJUHJDWLRQ�6KLU�6KDORP�IDPLO\�FHOHEUDWHV�WKHLU�VRQ�
EHFRPLQJ�%DU�0LW]YDK�LQ�-XQH�ZLWK�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV�LQ�SHUVRQ�
DQG�RQOLQH
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TCS
���+LOOVSRLQW�5RDG��:HVWSRUW���_������������������_���WFV�ZHVWSRUW�RUJ

Temple B’nai Chaim
���3RUWODQG�$YH���*HRUJHWRZQ���_������������������_���WHPSOHEQDLFKDLP�RUJ

$W�7&6��ZH�KDYH�UHPDLQHG�VSLULWXDOO\�FORVH��HYHQ�ZKLOH�SK\VLFDOO\�
GLVWDQW��:H�KDYH�EHJXQ�D�GDLO\�minyan�WKDW�KDV�PHW�YLD�=RRP�IRU�
RYHU�IRXU�PRQWKV��SURYLGLQJ�D�OLIW�DQG�D�VXUJH�RI�HQHUJ\�WR�KHOS�JHW�
XV�WKURXJK�WKHVH�GLI¿FXOW�WLPHV���

7KH�+HEUHZ�YHUE�WR�SUD\²l’hitpalel²DOVR�PHDQV�WR�MXGJH�
RQHVHOI��:KHQ�ZH�SUD\�HDFK�PRUQLQJ��ZH�ORRN�LQ�WKH�PLUURU�DQG�
HYDOXDWH�KRZ�ZH�DUH�GRLQJ�DV�FRPSDVVLRQDWH�DQG�HWKLFDO�KXPDQ�
EHLQJV²DQG�DV�D�FDULQJ�FRPPXQLW\�

'XULQJ�WKH�&RYLG����FULVLV��GRFWRUV��QXUVHV��DQG�DOO�KHDOWKFDUH�
ZRUNHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�FORFN�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�RXU�
FRPPXQLW\�DQG�VDYLQJ�OLYHV�HYHU\�GD\��IXO¿OOLQJ�WKH�PLW]YDK�
of pikuach nefesh��VDYLQJ�D�OLIH��7&6�WKDQNV�WKHP�IURP�WKH�
ERWWRP�RI�RXU�KHDUWV�DV�ZHOO�DOO�JURFHU\�ZRUNHUV��GHOLYHU\�GULYHUV��
PDLQWHQDQFH�DQG�FOHDQLQJ�VWDII��DQG�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�LV�GHGLFDWHG�
WR�NHHSLQJ�XV�VDIH�DQG�KHDOWK\²VDFUL¿FLQJ�VR�PXFK�RQ�RXU�
EHKDOI��$V�D�V\QDJRJXH��ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�DQG�KRQRULQJ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�RXU�RZQ�7&6�)URQWOLQH�+HURHV�WKURXJK�
ZHHNO\�6KDEEDW�DQQRXQFHPHQWV��:H�DUH�VR�SURXG�RI�WKHLU�GHGLFDWLRQ�DQG�EUDYHU\��:H�DUH�DOVR�SURXG�RI�RXU�7&6�
PLW]YDK�KHURHV�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�PDNLQJ�PDVNV�DQG�GHOLYHULQJ�IRRG�WR�WKRVH�LQ�QHHG��

:H�KDYH�EHJXQ�WR�JDWKHU�IRU�6KDEEDW�DQG�6XQGD\�PRUQLQJ�VHUYLFHV��RXWVLGH�DQG�GLVWDQFHG��2Q�)ULGD\�QLJKWV��.DEED�
/27�LQ�RXU�SDUNLQJ�ORW�DQG�VXUURXQGLQJ�JUDVV�DUHD�KDV�EHHQ�D�VDIH�DQG�LQVSLULQJ�ZD\�WR�ZHOFRPH�LQ�WKH�6KDEEDW��$V�
ZH�ORRN�DKHDG�WR�WKH�+LJK�+ROLGD\V��ZH�ZLOO�EH�RIIHULQJ�FXWWLQJ�HGJH�YLUWXDO�SURJUDPPLQJ�ZKLOH�SURYLGLQJ�VDIH�DQG�
UHVSRQVLEOH�RSWLRQV�IRU�VRPH�LQ�SHUVRQ�VSLULWXDO�H[SHULHQFHV�

7HPSOH�%¶QDL�&KDLP��7%&��LQ�
Georgetown is a modern Reform 
FRQJUHJDWLRQ�LQVSLUHG�E\�RYHU�������
\HDUV�RI�WUDGLWLRQ��$W�7%&��RXU�SDVVLRQ�
IRU�-HZLVK�OLIH�SHUPHDWHV�HYHU\�
DVSHFW�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��
7%&�UHFHQWO\�ZHOFRPHG�&DQWRU�
+DUULHW�'XQNHUOH\�DV�RXU�VHQLRU�
FOHUJ\��:RUNLQJ�LQ�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�
WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ��VKH�VWULYHV�WR�
FRQQHFW�WRGD\¶V�-HZLVK�IDPLOLHV�WR�

DQFLHQW�WUDGLWLRQV�ZKLOH�PDNLQJ�WKHVH�
WUDGLWLRQV�UHOHYDQW�WR�WRGD\¶V�ZRUOG��
7%&�LV�RIIHULQJ�D�YLUWXDO�+LJK�+ROLGD\�
H[SHULHQFH�IRU�RXU�FRQJUHJDQWV�� 
We began preparing for the High 
+ROLGD\V�ZLWK�VSHFLDO�6KDEEDW�
VHUYLFHV�GXULQJ�(OXO���
&DQWRU�'XQNHUOH\�ZLOO�OHDG�+LJK�
+ROLGD\�VHUYLFHV�IURP�RXU�VDQFWXDU\��
DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�KHU�KXVEDQG��-RKQ��
ZKR�LV�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�SLDQLVW��XVLQJ�
D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�OLYHVWUHDP��=RRP��
DQG�SUH�UHFRUGHG�VHJPHQWV�WR�NHHS�
FRQJUHJDQWV�HQJDJHG��:H�DUH�DOVR�
SODQQLQJ�D�GULYH�LQ�6KRIDU�VHUYLFH�LQ�
RXU�SDUNLQJ�ORW�RQ�5RVK�+DVKDQDK��DV�
ZHOO�DV�D�VRFLDOO\�GLVWDQFHG�LQ�SHUVRQ�
FRPPXQLW\�7DVKOLFK�VHUYLFH�
)RU�<RP�.LSSXU��RXU�DIWHUQRRQ�VHUYLFH�
ZLOO�EH�D�UHVWRUDWLYH�$YRGDK�KHDOLQJ�
VHUYLFH�ZLWK�FUHDWLYH�DQG�H[SDQVLYH�
OLWXUJ\��:H�DUH�DOVR�FRQVLGHULQJ�D�
GULYH�LQ�1H¶LODK�+DYGDODK�

&RPH�VHH�7%&��:H�RIIHU��
• 0HDQLQJIXO�DQG�FUHDWLYH�ZRUVKLS�
H[SHULHQFHV�

• 6RFLDO�$FWLRQ�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�WKH�ZLGHU�
FRPPXQLW\�ZKHUH�ZH�FDQ�OLYH�RXU�
YDOXHV

• 'LYHUVH�IDPLOLHV�FHOHEUDWHG�DQG�
honored

• $�&DULQJ�&RPPLWWHH�WKDW�KHOSV�
VXSSRUW�FRQJUHJDQWV�

• )DPLO\�SURJUDPPLQJ�WKDW�EULQJV�
SDUHQWV�LQWR�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ¶V�
HGXFDWLRQDO�MRXUQH\

• ,QWHUIDLWK�SDUWQHUVKLSV�ZLWK�ORFDO�
FRQJUHJDWLRQV�WKDW�EULQJ�VWUHQJWK�
DQG�MR\�WR�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�

$W�7%&��-XGDLVP�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�
ZH�OLYH�DQG�ORYH��7R�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�
7%&��SOHDVH�FDOO��������������RU�
YLVLW�WHPSOHEQDLFKDLP�RUJ�
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Temple Israel
���&ROH\WRZQ�5RDG��:HVWSRUW���_������������������_���WLZHVWSRUW�RUJ

Temple Shalom
����5LFKDUGV�$YH���1RUZDON���_������������������_���WHPSOHVKDORPZHE�RUJ

7HPSOH�,VUDHO�RI�:HVWSRUW�LV�SURXG�WR�VKDUH�LWV�YLVLRQ�RI�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�.����-HZLVK�
OHDUQLQJ�±�.HVKHU��7KH�&HQWHU�IRU�-HZLVK�/LIH�

5DEEL�(GXFDWRU�(ODQD�1HPLWRII�%UHVOHU��DORQJ�ZLWK�JXLGDQFH�IURP�6HQLRU�5DEEL�
0LFKDHO�6��)ULHGPDQ��WKH�7HPSOH�,VUDHO�FOHUJ\��VWDII�DQG�FRPPXQLW\��KDYH�
UHVWUXFWXUHG�RXU�UHOLJLRXV�VFKRRO�SURJUDP�WR�HQDEOH�WKH�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�RQH¶V�
HYROYLQJ�-HZLVK�VHOI��JURXQGHG�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ��FRPPXQLW\��KROLQHVV��DQG�ORYH�

7KLV�IDOO��RXU�OHDUQLQJ�ZLOO�EH�RQOLQH�LQ�D�VPDOO�JURXS�IRUPDW�ZKLFK�
HQFRXUDJHV�PD[LPXP�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�RXU�VWXGHQWV�WR�HQJDJH�ZLWK�WKHLU�
FOHUJ\��WHDFKHUV��DQG�FODVVPDWHV��)RU�VWXGHQWV�LQ�JUDGHV�.����WKH�-HZLVK�/LIH�
SRUWLRQ�RI�RXU�SURJUDP�ZLOO�HQFRPSDVV�H[SHULHQWLDO�OHDUQLQJ��VRFLDO�HPRWLRQDO�
OHDUQLQJ��WH¿ODK��DQG�YRFDEXODU\�WKURXJK�DUW��PRYHPHQW��JDPHV��VRQJ��VWRULHV�
DQG�D�FRQQHFWLRQ�WR�,VUDHO��2XU�+HEUHZ�OHDUQLQJ�VHVVLRQV�IRU�VWXGHQWV�LQ�JUDGHV�
����ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�RIIHU�ÀH[LELOLW\�IRU�IDPLOLHV�DV�WKH\�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�JRDO�IRFXVHG�
RQOLQH�OHDUQLQJ��2QH�RQ�RQH�OHDUQLQJ�LV�DOVR�DYDLODEOH���

7KH�IRFXV�IRU�WHHQV�LQ�JUDGHV������LV�RQ�-HZLVK�YDOXHV��OHDUQLQJ�DERXW�RWKHU�UHOLJLRQV��VRFLDO�DFWLRQ��DQG�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH��
+LJKOLJKWV�RI�RXU�WHHQ�SURJUDP�DUH�WULSV�WR�WKH�5HOLJLRXV�$FWLRQ�&HQWHU�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'&��DQG�WR�%RVWRQ�WR�HQJDJH�ZLWK�
ORFDO�-HZLVK�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�

.HVKHU��7KH�&HQWHU�IRU�-HZLVK�/LIH�UHPLQGV�XV�WKDW�QR�RQH�WKLQJ�ZH�GR�UHSUHVHQWV�DOO�RI�-HZLVK�OHDUQLQJ�DQG�FRPPXQLW\��
6R�PDQ\�FRPSRQHQWV�RI�OLYLQJ�D�-HZLVK�OLIH�FRPH�IURP�OLYLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ��WRJHWKHU�

WLZHVWSRUW�RUJ�NHVKHUZHOFRPH

&RQQHFW�ZLWK�5DEEL�(ODQD�1HPLWRII�%UHVOHU��HQHPLWRIIEUHVOHU#WLZHVWSRUW�RUJ

Challahs for Happiness   
%\�5DEEL�-DVRQ�*UHHQEHUJ

2QH�)ULGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�LQ�TXDUDQWLQH��,�JRW�D�FDOO�IURP�RXU�
DGPLQLVWUDWRU��&LQG\�)O\QQ��³5DEEL��,¶P�GULYLQJ�WKURXJK�\RXU�
QHLJKERUKRRG�DQG�,�KDYH�D�VSHFLDO�GHOLYHU\�MXVW�IRU�\RX�´�
Oh boy!�,�WKRXJKW��What could it be?

&LQG\�SXOOHG�XS�WR�RXU�KRXVH�ZLWK�KHU�PDVN�RQ��FDOOHG�
RXW�D�IULHQGO\�³6KDEEDW�6KDORP� �́�DQG�GURSSHG�RII�D�QLFH�
SDFNDJH�ZLWK�D�QRWH�WKDW�UHDG��³,�KRSH�WKLV�FKDOODK�DQG�
MXLFH�EULQJ�\RX�MR\�LQ�WKHVH�XQFHUWDLQ�WLPHV��:LVKLQJ�\RX�D�
VZHHW�DQG�KDSS\�6KDEEDW��)URP�-DVRQ�3U]\ELVLNL�	�<RXU�
7HPSOH�6KDORP�)DPLO\´�$Z����KRZ�QLFH��-DVRQ�LV�D�EDU�
PLW]YDK�VWXGHQW�RI�RXUV�

/DWHU��,�OHDUQHG�WKDW�P\�GHOLYHU\�ZDV�SDUW�RI�&KDOODKV�IRU�
+DSSLQHVV��D�VFKRRO�NLQGQHVV�SURMHFW�WKDW�-DVRQ�FDPH�XS�
ZLWK��)RU�WKH�¿UVW�WZR�ZHHNV��KH�VROLFLWHG�GRQDWHG�FKDOODKV�
IURP�&KDOODK�&RQQHFWLRQ�LQ�1RUZDON�DQG�'L0DUH�3DVWU\�
6KRS�LQ�6WDPIRUG��)RU�HYHU\�FKDOODK�GRQDWHG��-DVRQ¶V�
SDUHQWV�SXUFKDVHG�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�FKDOODK��DQG�-DVRQ�
SXUFKDVHG�WKH�JUDSH�MXLFH�ZLWK�KLV�RZQ�PRQH\�

$IWHU�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN¶V�GHOLYHULHV��WKH�RXWSRXULQJ�RI�

DSSUHFLDWLRQ�ZDV�RYHUZKHOPLQJ��7KHUH�ZHUH�SKRQH�FDOOV�
DQG�WKDQN�\RX�FDUGV��³2QH�RI�RXU�7HPSOH�IULHQGV�ZDV�VR�
PRYHG�E\�UHFHLYLQJ�RQH�RI�-DVRQ¶V�6KDEEDW�EDJV��WKH\�
RIIHUHG�WR�KHOS�IXQG�WKH�FKDOODKV�IRU�-DVRQ�WR�FRQWLQXH�
KLV�PLVVLRQ�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�VHYHUDO�ZHHNV�´�VD\V�-DVRQ¶V�
PRP��-RGL��7KH�IDPLO\�SXUFKDVHG�FKDOODKV�IURP�ZKROHVDOH�
EDNHULHV��(ODWHG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�EULQJ�VR�PXFK�MR\�WR�
SHRSOH��-DVRQ�UDPSHG�XS�KLV�GHOLYHULHV��:LWK�KHOS�IURP�
7HPSOH�6KDORP¶V�SUHVLGHQW��RI¿FH�VWDII��DQG�KLV�VLVWHU��
6DPDQWKD��-DVRQ�KDV�QRZ�GHOLYHUHG�RYHU�����&KDOODKV�RI�
+DSSLQHVV�WR�PHPEHUV�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�

<DVKHU�.RDFK��-DVRQ�
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Congregation Beth El-Norwalk
����(DVW�$YH���1RUZDON���_������������������_���FRQJEHWKHO�RUJ

Congregation B’nai Torah
�����0DLQ�6W���7UXPEXOO���_������������������_���EQDLWRUDKFW�RUJ

7KHVH�ODVW�PRQWKV�KDYH�EHHQ�
WU\LQJ�IRU�DOO�RI�XV��LQ�DOO�DVSHFWV�RI�
RXU�OLYHV²SHUVRQDO��SURIHVVLRQDO��
FRPPXQDO��$IWHU�ZH�¿UVW�FKHFNHG�
LQ�ZLWK�HYHU\�PHPEHU�RI�RXU�%HWK�
(O�FRPPXQLW\��ZH²OLNH�RWKHUV²
IRXQG�RXUVHOYHV�D�QHZ�UK\WKP��
:H�WUDQVLWLRQHG�WR�=RRP�IRU�GDLO\�
PLQ\DQ��)ULGD\�HYHQLQJ�VHUYLFHV��
DQG�6DWXUGD\�QLJKW�+DYGDODK��$QG�
DERXW�IRXU�ZHHNV�LQWR�RXU�&RYLG����
TXDUDQWLQHV��ZH�EHJDQ�=RRPLQJ�RQ�
6KDEEDW�DQG�KROLGD\�PRUQLQJV��7KH�
ZDUP�UHVSRQVHV��IURP�FRQJUHJDQWV�
DQG�YLVLWRUV��KDYH�FRQ¿UPHG�WKLV�ZDV�
WKH�ULJKW�ZD\�IRU�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�WR�JR�

$V�WKH�QHZ�\HDU�DSSURDFKHV��ZH�KDYH�
spent the summer imagining where our 
VRFLHW\�ZLOO�EH��2QH�WKLQJ�ZDV�FOHDU��
:H�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�JDWKHU�LQ�
SHUVRQ��And so we decided to keep 
WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WRJHWKHU«�RQOLQH�  

Congregation Beth El-Norwalk 
will host Rosh HaShanah and Yom 
Kippur services digitally, and the 
stream will be open to the public 
IURP�RXU�ZHEVLWH��FRQJEHWKHO�RUJ� 
2XU�+LJK�+ROLGD\�H[SHULHQFH�ZLOO�
FRQWDLQ�WKH�SDUWV�PRVW�PHDQLQJIXO�WR�
RXU�PHPEHUV��DQG�ZH�ZLOO�WDNH�WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�HQKDQFH�RXU�VHUYLFHV�
ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�RQOLQH�PRGXOHV�RI�VWXG\��
GLVFXVVLRQ��DQG�VRFLDOL]LQJ��:KLOH�
ZH�ZLVK�ZH�FRXOG�EH�LQ�WKH�VDPH�
SK\VLFDO�VSDFH��DORQJ�ZLWK�IDPLO\�DQG�
IULHQGV��ZH�WDNH�FRPIRUW�LQ�NQRZLQJ�
WKDW�ZH¶OO�DOO�EH�VKDULQJ�WKHVH�KLJKOLJKW�
H[SHULHQFHV�WRJHWKHU�IURP�WKH�
FRPIRUW�DQG�VDIHW\�RI�RXU�KRPHV���

:H�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�WKH�VXFFHVVIXO�
GHYHORSPHQW�RI�D�YDFFLQH�IRU�&RYLG����
and the triumphant return of our entire 
FRPPXQLW\�WR�RXU�EHDXWLIXO�VDQFWXDU\�
LQ�WLPH�IRU�5RVK�+D6KDQDK������

A Place to Learn for Every Child
&RQJUHJDWLRQ�%¶QDL�7RUDK�LV�SURXG�WR�DQQRXQFH�WKDW�LWV�
7DOPXG�7RUDK�SURJUDP��.�����ZLOO�EH�tuition free�WR�DOO�
PHPEHUV�LQ�JRRG�VWDQGLQJ�EHJLQQLQJ�WKLV�\HDU��
+HUH¶V�KRZ�ZH�JRW�WR�WKLV�GHFLVLRQ��/DVW�ZLQWHU��%¶QDL�7RUDK�
PDGH�H[WHQVLYH�UHQRYDWLRQV�WKDW�LQFOXGHG�QHZ�FDUSHW��IUHVK�
SDLQW��QHZ�IXUQLWXUH�DQG�D�UHGHVLJQ�RI�WKH�RI¿FHV��'XULQJ�
WKLV�SK\VLFDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��DQG�ZKLOH�H[SORULQJ�GHFRUDWLQJ�
LGHDV��ZH�IRXQG�PDQ\��WK�JUDGH�FODVV�JUDGXDWLRQ�SKRWRV�
GDWLQJ�EDFN�WR�WKH�����V�DQG�µ��V�WKDW�XVHG�WR�EH�GLVSOD\HG�
LQ�RXU�VFKRRO�ZLQJ��:H�GHFLGHG�WR�UHGLVSOD\�WKHVH�SLFWXUHV�
WR�KRQRU�RXU�FRPPLWPHQW�WR��DQG�KLVWRU\�RI��HGXFDWLRQ�
7KH�DGYHQW�RI�&RYLG����LQWHUUXSWHG�RXU�DELOLW\�WR�¿QLVK�
GHVLJQLQJ�DQG�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�RXU�QHZ�GHFRUDWLRQV��EXW�ZH�
GLVFRYHUHG�QHZ�PHDQLQJ��VWUHQJWK��DQG�FRPPXQLW\�ZKHQ�
RXU�7DOPXG�7RUDK�FODVVHV�ZHQW�RQOLQH�ZLWK�QHDUO\������
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��$V�ZH�DOO�KDYH�H[SHULHQFHG��D�GLIIHUHQW�NLQG�
RI�FRPPXQLW\�WKXV�HYROYHG��7KLV�FRPPXQLW\�QRZ�LQFOXGHV�
VPDOO�JURXSV�FHOHEUDWLQJ�.DEEDODW�6KDEEDW�E\�JUDGH��OHG�
E\�7DOPXG�7RUDK�WHDFKHUV��DQG�HYHQ�D�PLGQLJKW�OHDUQLQJ�
FODVV�IRU�KLJK�VFKRRO�DJHG�NLGV��ZKR�WROG�5DEEL�&ROLQ�WKDW�
PLGQLJKW�DFWXDOO\�ZDV�D�FRQYHQLHQW�WLPH�IRU�WKHP��
$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��ZH�GHFLGHG�WR�EURDGFDVW�RXU�VHUYLFHV�RQ�

)DFHERRN�/LYH�DQG�KROG�RQOLQH�DGXOW�7DOPXG�FODVVHV�DQG�RWKHU�
VRFLDO�HYHQWV��%\�GRLQJ�VR��OLNH�PDQ\�V\QDJRJXHV��ZH�RSHQHG�
RXU�³YLUWXDO´�GRRUV�WR�HYHU\RQH��$QG��ZH�KDYH�KDG�YLHZHUV�IURP�
DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��LQFOXGLQJ�DOXPQL��ZKLFK�KDV�JLYHQ�ULVH�WR�\HW�
DQRWKHU�FRPPXQLW\�±�WKLV�RQH�D�VDFUHG�FRPPXQLW\��:H�DOVR�
KDYH�PDQ\�XQDI¿OLDWHG�-HZV�WXQH�LQ�DQG�ZH�EHJDQ�H[SORULQJ�
ZD\V�WR�UHFRQQHFW�WKHP�WR�-HZLVK�H[SHULHQFHV�
:H�OHDUQHG�WKDW�WKH�VLQJOH�JUHDWHVW�LPSHGLPHQW�IRU�
XQDI¿OLDWHG�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WR�SURYLGLQJ�D�
-HZLVK�HGXFDWLRQ�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�LV�FRVW��,Q�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�
VXSSRUW�WKH�0HUND]�&RPPXQLW\�+LJK�6FKRRO�IRU�-XGDLF�
6WXGLHV��ZH�FXUUHQWO\�UXQ�RXU�7LFKRQ�+LJK�6FKRRO�SURJUDP�
WXLWLRQ�IUHH�DQG�SURYLGH�VFKRODUVKLSV�IRU�0HUND]�
6R��WR�IXUWKHU�RXU�JRDO�RI�VXSSRUWLQJ�-HZLVK�HGXFDWLRQ��WR�
SURYLGH�D�QHZ�SODFH�IRU�XQDI¿OLDWHG�-HZV��DQG�WR�IXUWKHU�
WKH����\HDU�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�RXU�7DOPXG�7RUDK��WKH�%RDUG�RI�
'LUHFWRUV�IRXQG�D�ZD\�WR�RIIHU�WXLWLRQ�IUHH�7DOPXG�7RUDK�WR�
DOO�PHPEHUV�LQ�JRRG�VWDQGLQJ�
&RVW�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�D�EDUULHU�WR�-HZLVK�HGXFDWLRQ��$QG�
QRZ�WKDW�RXU�7DOPXG�7RUDK�KDV�FKDQJHG�IURP�D�EXVWOLQJ�
EXLOGLQJ�RQ�D�6XQGD\�DQG�7XHVGD\��WR�D�=RRP�FODVVURRP�
ZLWK�HTXDO�GLJLWDO�HQWKXVLDVP��ZH�KDYH�DQ�HYHQ�JUHDWHU�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�(9(5<�FKLOG�UHFHLYHV�WKH�
-HZLVK�HGXFDWLRQ�WKH\�GHVHUYH�
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The financial advice you’ll receive comes with:

•  Personalized financial strategies with a broad range of investment choices

•  A wealth advisor who takes the time to listen and understand your individual needs

•  Support from a talented force of market analysts, investment planning specialists,  
and portfolio managers

Call us today to start a conversation.

West Hartford:
65 Memorial Road, Suite 530, West Hartford, CT 06107 | 844.248.9998 

Westport:
55 Post Road West, 3rd Floor, Westport, CT 06880 | 800.491.8875

info@gylfinsyn.com  |  www.gylresnick.com

It’s never too late for  
a second opinion
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2020 – 2021 Adolph and Ruth Schnurmacher Scholar-in-Residence Lecture: 
Tuesday, September 29 at 7:30pm 
 “People of the (Printed/Digital) Book:  
Printing and the Birth of the Jewish Bookshelf” 
Joseph A. Skloot, PhD, Rabbi Aaron D. Panken Assistant Professor of  
Modern Jewish Intellectual History, HUC-JIR, New York City

Celebrating the 100th anniversary of the 19th amendment to the US Constitution: 
Wednesday, October 14 at 7:30 pm
“Speaking in a Political Voice:  
Jews and the Fight for Women’s Suffrage”
Judith Rosenbaum, PhD, historian and CEO of Jewish Women’s Archive 

14th Annual Lecture in Jewish-Christian Engagement: 
Thursday, October 22 at 7:30 pm (rescheduled from Spring 2020)
 “Loving the Jews: Philosemitism  
and Judaizing in Contemporary Christianity” 
Rabbi David Sandmel, PhD, Director of Interfaith Affairs, Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL), Co-sponsored with the Center for Catholic Studies 

Daniel Pearl World Music Days Concert:  
Wednesday, October 28 at 7:30 pm 
“Cantor Azi Schwartz in Concert: 
From Bimah to Broadway” 
Cantor Azi Schwartz, Senior Cantor, Park Avenue Synagogue, NYC;  
performer and recording artist

Adolph and Ruth Schnurmacher Lecture in Judaic Studies: 
Thursday, December 3 at 7:30 pm (rescheduled from Spring 2020)
“Cotton Capitalists: American Jewish  
Entrepreneurship in the Reconstruction Era”
Michael R. Cohen, PhD, Stuart & Suzanne Grant Chair in the American  
Jewish Experience, Tulane University

“Göring’s Man  
in Paris: The  
Story of a Nazi  
Art Plunderer  
and his World,” 

Tuesday, November 10 at ���0 pm�
Jonathan Petropoulos, PhD, John V. Croul 
Professor of European History, Claremont 
McKenna College
Open VISIONS�HVSUHVVR�LQ�DI¿OLDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH� 
Bennett Center and the Judaic Studies Program

Jacoby-Lunin  
Humanitarian Lecture: 

“Flint’s Fight 
for America’s 
Children”

Wednesday, November 18 at 8:00 pm
Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, pediatrician,  
public health advocate; whistle blower on  
the Flint, Michigan water crisis.
Co-sponsored with Open VISIONS Forum

1073 NORTH BENSON ROAD, FAIRFIELD, CT 06824

Bennett Center for Judaic Studies  |  Fall 2020
A SEMESTER OF VIRTUAL LEARNING AND SPECIAL EVENTS

Complimentary Webinars and Events: 
See below for registration  

through the Bennett Center

Tickets Required: 
See below for registration 
through the Quick Center

Registration required for 9/29, 10/14, 10/22, 10/28, & 12/3 events at IDLUÀHOG�HGX�EHQQHWWSURJUDPV
Register and buy tickets for 11/10 and 11/18 at quickcenter.com, stay connected with Quick for further info 

)RU�TXHVWLRQV��FRQWDFW�WKH�%HQQHWW�&HQWHU�DW�EHQQHWWFHQWHU#IDLU¿HOG�HGX�RU���������������H[W������


